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COLORADO CHILDREN UNDER 18 BY RACE/ETHNICITY, 2022
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CHILDREN UNDER 18 BY COUNTY, 2022
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NORTH STAR GOAL: ALL FAMILIES HAVE SAFE, STABLE HOUSING AND THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES  
THEY NEED TO SUPPORT THEIR WELL-BEING AND ACHIEVE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY.
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United States

17%

Colorado

22%

17% 16%

11% 11%

IN 2022, ONE IN NINE COLORADO CHILDREN EXPERIENCED POVERTY.

PERCENT OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 IN POVERTY, 2010 TO 2022*
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DUE TO HISTORIC AND PRESENT-DAY POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT  
LIMIT ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR FAMILIES OF COLOR, CHILDREN OF COLOR IN COLORADO  
ARE MORE LIKELY TO EXPERIENCE POVERTY THAN THEIR WHITE PEERS.

COLORADO CHILDREN IN POVERTY BY RACE/ETHNICITY*, 2018-2022.
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African American
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More Races
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CHILDREN UNDER 18 IN POVERTY BY COUNTY, 2022
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COLORADO HAS MADE LITTLE PROGRESS AT REDUCING EXTREME POVERTY AMONG CHILDREN,  
DESPITE IMPROVEMENT IN OTHER ECONOMIC INDICATORS DURING THE PAST DECADE.

PERCENT OF CHILDREN UNDER 18 IN EXTREME POVERTY (<50% FPL), 2010 TO 2022*
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A FAMILY OF THREE RECEIVING THE MONTHLY TANF BASIC CASH ASSISTANCE BENEFIT WOULD NOT COME 
CLOSE TO BEING ABLE TO AFFORD RENT FOR A MODEST TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN COLORADO.

MONTHLY TANF BENEFIT FOR A FAMILY OF THREE AS OF JULY 2024 AND FAIR MARKET RENT FOR A TWO-BEDROOM  
APARTMENT IN COLORADO

”������•����
���������
�
�����­������­�����
��������
���	�
������–���—������˜�����
������
����

Monthly TANF bene�t 
for a family of three:

Rent affordable to a 
family receiving TANF:

Two-bedroom
fair market rent:

$592

$1,671

$178/month
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RACIAL AND ETHNIC DISPARITIES IN HOMEOWNERSHIP RATES IN COLORADO REFLECT A LONG HISTORY OF 
DISCRIMINATORY HOUSING PRACTICES AND DEPRIVE MANY FAMILIES OF WEALTH-BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES.

HOMEOWNERSHIP RATES AMONG COLORADO HOUSEHOLDS BY RACE/ETHNICITY, 2018-2022
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American Indian
or Alaska Native

Asian Black or 
African American
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Hispanic or
Latino

Two or 
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White
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65%

42%

54%
61%

56%

71%
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AMONG COLORADO STUDENTS IDENTIFIED AS HOMELESS,  
70% WERE DOUBLED-UP WITH ANOTHER FAMILY DUE TO ECONOMIC HARDSHIP.

STUDENTS IDENTIFIED AS HOMELESS, BY PRIMARY NIGHTTIME RESIDENCE, 2022-2023
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NORTH STAR GOAL: ALL FAMILIES HAVE COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH INSURANCE, STRONG SOCIAL SUPPORT, 
HIGH-QUALITY PERINATAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES AND AMPLE AMOUNTS OF HEALTHY FOODS.

QUICK FACTS
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COLORADO’S PROGRESS TOWARD REDUCING THE UNINSURED RATE AMONG CHILDREN  
HAS STAGNATED SINCE 2015.

PERCENT OF CHILDREN UNDER 19 WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE, 2008 TO 2022*
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SINCE THE MEDICAID UNWIND BEGAN,  
NEARLY 147,000 COLORADO KIDS HAVE LOST THEIR MEDICAID COVERAGE.

CHILD MEDICAID ENROLLMENT IN COLORADO, MAY 2023 TO FEBRUARY 2024
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January
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February
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607,845 594,673 578,516 562,529 544,635 538,442 504,933 491,341 476,085 461,245
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CHILDREN OF COLOR IN COLORADO FACE MORE BARRIERS TO HEALTH COVERAGE THAN THEIR WHITE PEERS.

PERCENT OF COLORADO KIDS WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE BY RACE/ETHNICITY*, 2022
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UNINSURED RATES AMONG COLORADO CHILDREN IN POVERTY FELL SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN 2019 AND 
2022, BUT THE END OF MEDICAID CONTINUOUS COVERAGE THREATENS TO REVERSE THIS PROGRESS.

PERCENT OF COLORADO CHILDREN WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE BY FAMILY INCOME, 2019 AND 2022
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CHILDREN UNDER 19 WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE, 2021
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IMMUNIZATION RATES AMONG COLORADO KINDERGARTNERS HAVE DECLINED FOR ALL VACCINES IN RECENT YEARS.

PERCENT OF KINDERGARTNERS WHO ARE FULLY IMMUNIZED, BY IMMUNIZATION AND SCHOOL YEAR
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FOOD INSECURITY AMONG COLORADO HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN DROPPED SHARPLY IN RECENT YEARS.  
THE DECLINE COINCIDES WITH THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, DURING WHICH FOOD ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS  
EXPANDED TO PROVIDE MORE GENEROUS BENEFITS.

PERCENT OF CHILDREN LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS THAT EXPERIENCED FOOD INSECURITY AT SOME POINT  
DURING THE YEAR, 2011-2013 TO 2020-2022
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GUN DEATHS AMONG COLORADO KIDS 19 AND UNDER JUMPED BY MORE THAN 25% BETWEEN 2021 AND 2022, 
REACHING THEIR HIGHEST LEVEL IN AT LEAST TWO DECADES.

GUN DEATHS AMONG COLORADANS AGES 19 AND UNDER, 2000 TO 2022
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NORTH STAR GOAL:  ALL CHILDREN HAVE EQUITABLE, HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES  
SHAPED BY WELL-SUPPORTED FAMILIES, CAREGIVERS, AND EDUCATORS THAT FOSTER SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH AND OVERALL WELL-BEING.

QUICK FACTS
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CAPACITY IN COLORADO’S LICENSED CHILD CARE CENTERS, FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES AND  
PRESCHOOLS IS ONLY SUFFICIENT TO SERVE TWO-THIRDS OF THE YOUNG CHILDREN WHO LIKELY NEED CARE.

LICENSED CHILD CARE AND PRESCHOOL CAPACITY AS A PERCENT OF COLORADO CHILDREN UNDER AGE 6  
WITH ALL AVAILABLE PARENTS IN THE LABOR FORCE, 2022
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THE AVERAGE COST OF CENTER-BASED CHILD CARE FOR AN INFANT IN COLORADO IS APPROXIMATELY  
ONE-SIXTH OF THE PRE-TAX MEDIAN INCOME FOR A MARRIED-COUPLE FAMILY AND NEARLY HALF OF  
THE MEDIAN INCOME FOR A SINGLE-PARENT FAMILY.

AVERAGE ANNUAL COST OF CENTER-BASED INFANT CHILD CARE IN COLORADO AS A PERCENT OF  
MEDIAN INCOME FOR SELECT FAMILY TYPES, 2022
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MEDIAN ANNUAL WAGES FOR  
CHILD CARE EDUCATORS BY COUNTY, 2022
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CHILDREN UNDER 6 WHO RECEIVED HOME VISITING SERVICES BY COUNTY, 2022-23
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COLORADO KINDERGARTNERS WERE LEAST LIKELY TO MEET AGE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS  
IN LITERACY AND MOST LIKELY TO MEET EXPECTATIONS IN PHYSICAL AND MOTOR DEVELOPMENT  
AT THE OUTSET OF THE 2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR.

PERCENT OF COLORADO KINDERGARTNERS MEETING OR EXCEEDING AGE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS ON  
KINDERGARTEN SCHOOL READINESS ASSESSMENTS, 2023-24
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NORTH STAR GOAL: ALL YOUTH BELIEVE THEY BELONG, FEEL VITAL TO THEIR COMMUNITIES, AND HAVE THE 
RESOURCES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND SUPPORT THEY NEED TO THRIVE IN ADOLESCENCE AND BEYOND.

QUICK FACTS

�������������

31% 8%
46th

17%

���

�	������	�����
��•��•�•��••••••��

• 	����­
€

�
‚ƒ •

�������	������
•�•�•„��������…�

	•���•�	�	†��	•��	�
­
€

�
‚ƒ  

��•�••�����••��•	�
����•�…�����••�‡� �

­
€
‚�
ˆƒ � �

��•�••���	�•„�••‰��
	�••�•�‰���••��•� �

	•••••Š�••�‹���•‰••�	��
����•�	�•��	��
­
€

�
‚ƒ •

��������� � ���������������������
�����������
	�	������������������������ �
� ���������������������
�����������
	�	�������������������� � �������������������������������
	�	�������������•�•�������

� � ����������������������
�����������
	�	���•���������•����•�����

�������������
�����
	���	���



�� ����� ������������������������ ����

�������������

������������������

����������������������������������������������
������
������������
	������

	���������
��	�������
������������������
�����
���������	���
����������	���

�������	��������
���	��
�����������������������
�
��	��	������	�����•��•�����

�����•�������������
��������•������	•��������������������������
	�������	�

�������������������	�������������������������������������	����	���������������

��
����������������	������	�����•��•��������
�����	�����
���������	��


	�������������������������	���
�����	�����	����������������
��
������ �

��
������
�������
�	����
����������������

�����
����
	����
��
�����	�����
�	����������	������
��
��������•�
•��••� �

�
•�
	��•��
������•
�����
�
��	���
	�������
�
�	 
­

����	����
��	�������������	�����������������	������������������
�������	������	�����•��•�������

��
�������������������	������������	����������������
������������	��
����������	�����������	����������

�������������

�



��������������������������������� �


�������������

���
	����������
������������������������������������������������
����������
�
���������
��������	����������
��
��

�������������������������
������������������������������
���������������������������
���������� �

�
����
��
�����
������
����������
��
�����������������������������������������������	�������� �

�
�����������������

SNAPSHOT: ENROLLMENT IN COLORADO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2023-24
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IN SOME COLORADO SCHOOL DISTRICTS, MORE THAN HALF OF  
STUDENTS MISSED AT LEAST 10% OF SCHOOL DAYS IN 2022-23

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM BY SCHOOL DISTRICT, 2022-2023
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Youth suggest better school safety and more 
resources/support in school would help when 
it comes to absenteeism.

Youth solution: Some ideas to help solve this 
issue include making the students feel safer  
in school.
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COLORADO’S ON-TIME HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE CONTINUED TO CLIMB IN 2023 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS GRADUATING ON TIME

GRADUATION RATES ARE ON THE RISE, BUT NOT FOR ALL STUDENTS

PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGE IN GRADUATION RATES BY RACE/ETHNICITY, 2022 TO 2023
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American Indian

Asian

Black WhiteHispanic/
Latino

Native Hawaiian
or Other Paci�c

Islander*

Two or 
More Races

2.6%

-.4%

1.2% 1.0% 0.7%

9.8%

2.2%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

79.0% 80.7% 81.1% 81.9% 81.7% 82.3% 83.1%
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ON-TIME GRADUATION RATES  
INCREASED FOR MOST GROUPS OF  
STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE SPECIALIZED  
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMMING.�

PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGE IN GRADUATION  
RATES BY INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM,  
2022 TO 2023
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Migrant Students

Title I Students Students
experiencing
homelessness

Gifted-talented
students

-1.8%

1.3%

2.6%

0.8%

THE GRADUATION RATE FOR STUDENTS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS  
INCREASED IN 2023, BUT IT REMAINS FAR BELOW THE STATEWIDE AVERAGE.

PERCENT OF COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS 
WHO GRADUATED ON TIME, 2017 TO 2023
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

56% 55% 56% 57%
54% 55%

58%

Youth Analysis: Youth discuss 
the value of having a new 
grading scale that is not just 
performance-based but based 
in growth and the things youth 
were achieving. Youth also 
shared that there should be 
more intentional investments 
in smaller/ marginalized  
communities.

Youth Solution: Investing in 
those communities in a  
meaningful way to give them a 
leg up when looking for access 
to higher education.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES HAVE DECREASED IN RECENT YEARS AMONG  
COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO QUALIFY FOR THE MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM.

PERCENT OF MIGRANT STUDENTS IN COLORADO PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHO GRADUATED FROM  
HIGH SCHOOL ON TIME, 2017 TO 2023
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

62%
67% 69% 72% 67% 69% 67%
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DUE TO INEQUITABLE OPPORTUNITIES, MANY STUDENTS OF COLOR WERE LESS LIKELY  
TO MEET OR EXCEED EXPECTATIONS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATH IN 2023.

PERCENT OF STUDENTS IN GRADES 3 THROUGH 8 MEETING OR EXCEEDING EXPECTATIONS  
ON CMAS ASSESSMENTS IN 2023
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American Indian or
Alaska Native

Asian

Black or African American

White

Hispanic or Latino

Native Hawaiian or 
Other Paci�c Islander

Two or
More Races

Mathematics Enlgish Language Arts
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CONTRIBUTORS TO  
SCHOOL CLIMATE

������ �������
����

������
	��
�
���

����
�
	

�
��������
���
�
����

�
�

�
��������
���
�������
�����



�� ����� ������������������������ ����

�������������

����������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������

��������
�����������
������������������������	���������
����������
�������	��������	���������

��	�����������	������������	�����������������������������������������������
���������������������
�

���������	��������	�������������������	������������������������
��������������������	������������

���������������������������
����������	���������������
�������
�������������������������������������

�������������������	��������������������������
 ���

�����������
������������������	������������������������������������������������	���������������

������������������������������������•����������������������������������•��
����������������
���� �

���������������	��������������������
�������	��������������•�	��������•�����������
���������������

����	���������	����������������������•��•���


•�������������������������������������������������������������	���������	�����•�����������������������

���������������������������������	���������������������������������
��������
��������
����������

������������
	�����������	�����
�•��������•���������������•�����	������������������������������
��

�•�������������	������������������������	�������������������������������������
 ��  ��

�����
��
	���������������
����	•��•	����•��•���
•��•	•��•�••�����•���•���•��•�	•������•� �

�••������
�­ ��­ �€��������������	����������������������������������������•�����������	����������� �

�•������������������
�‚��������	���������������
�������	�•��•��������	�������������ƒ��•�„�� …†�

�������	����������������������	������������������������������…‡†���������	���������������	����������

��������
 ��ˆ

‰��	��������������������������	������������
�������������������
����������	��������������
�����������
����������	�	��������������Š�ƒ�����
�
‹���
���������������������	�����������������
���������
�����������������������������������
�������
�€�������������•�	��������������������
��
��
�������������������
��������	����������
��������������������������������	���������������
�������������������������������������������������
�������������	��
 ��‡���„ƒ

Youth Analysis: Youth shared how bad interactions with 
teachers can negatively impact a youth’s con�dence and 
how they perceive the adults in their life.

Solution: “I have seen people lose motivation in school 
speci�cally for the classes they like because of the way 
the teacher runs the classroom and the admin in the 
school. Maybe a student-based evaluation on like how 
the teachers are running their classroom and how they 
feel about the teacher.” 
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SCHOOL SAFETY-FOCUSED BILLS PASSED BY COLORADO LEGISLATURE SINCE COLUMBINE
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Youth Analysis: Stricter gun laws that make them less accessible to youth with stronger school security.

Solution: Enforce the rules. Like adopting a kid, the social worker must check up on the family. People should check up on those 
buying guns to ensure they are using it properly.
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COLORADO’S TEACHER TURNOVER RATE HAS INCREASED SINCE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

TURNOVER RATE AMONG CLASSROOM TEACHERS, 2020-21 TO 2023-24
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2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024
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Youth Analysis: Having  
diverse leadership also 
means diverse thinking.  
It allows for students to be 
open to new perspectives 
and learn things they 
wouldn’t normally have  
been able to learn. 
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MORE SCHOOL COUNSELOR POSITIONS ARE GOING UNFILLED
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Youth Analysis: School structures should be more supportive when it comes to peer connections. In addition to wanting safe spaces 
with peers, youth also want adults with shared identity as counselors and support systems.

Solution: More access to trusted adults, and ensuring inclusivity.  
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