FAMILY ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
All Colorado families work hard to provide a better life for their children.
However, policies and practices have created and maintained inequitable
opportunities for some families, particularly for families of color.
Income support
Every family deserves an adequate income to thrive. When kids experience poverty, it can have lifelong
impacts on their health and well-being. It is critical that families experiencing poverty receive the
support and resources they need to ease the challenges they face in reaching economic security and
prosperity. Two years into the pandemic, tens of thousands of Colorado households with children still
struggle to access essentials like food, medical care or housing.

AMONG COLORADO HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN:
About

1/2

reported a loss of
household income since
the start of the pandemic.

As of
early 2022, about

1/3

reported difficulty
paying for usual
household expenses,
including medical care
or food.

Source: Population Reference Bureau analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey, 2020-2022.

Income support like the Child Tax Credit and cash assistance allow families to afford necessities and
work and care for their children. They promote families’ mental health and ability to set goals, plan
for the future and build wealth. In addition, this support improves children’s healthy development and
educational outcomes.

Housing

Every family deserves a place to call home. However, housing insecurity generates many stressors and
challenges for families. Frequent moves, or living in overcrowded or poor-quality housing, impact children’s
well-being and development and parents’ mental health. Even before the pandemic, families with children
were more likely to face eviction, and the financial disruptions resulting from the ongoing public health crisis
have only exacerbated families’ ability to make housing payments. Due to past and current policies and
practices, Black and Latinx families are also significantly more likely to face eviction than white families.
Access to safe, stable, affordable
housing supports children’s
health, development and success
in school. It also benefits parents
and caregivers by supporting
their mental health, helping
them care for their families, and
allowing them to find and maintain
employment and child care.
Colorado must invest in equitable
income support policies for
families – including TANF basic
cash assistance, the Child Tax
Credit, and direct cash assistance
– that help prevent evictions and
support access to safe, stable,
affordable housing for families.

WHILE COLORADO HAS FARED BETTER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, THERE ARE STILL TOO
MANY HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN STRUGGLING TO MAKE THEIR NEXT RENT OR MORTGAGE
PAYMENT, AN UNCERTAINTY THAT
CREATESUnited
SIGNIFICANT
STRESS FOR FAMILIES.
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increase in the number of people in families with
children in Colorado shelters between 2020 and 2021
Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2021.

For more information, go to www.cokidsvote.org. Follow our KidsFlash blog for more weekly updates on
issues relating to kids and families across Colorado at bit.ly/joinkidsflash. Contact info@coloradokids.org
with any questions.
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