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Katie Creedon, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Katie Creedon manages the It’s About Kids (IAK) Network, which is the
Children’s Campaign’s statewide advocacy network. She is responsible for
connecting with and providing resources to IAK leaders and communities
across Colorado regarding policy issues affecting Colorado’s kids and families.
Katie began her career as a child Forensic Interviewer, and prior to joining the

Children’s Campaign, managed programs for improved child welfare, disease and violence
prevention, and access to health care.

After a few years in Colorado, Katie found (like many) that she did not want to leave Denver
after completing her MA at the University of Denver. She’s happy to be in Colorado over 15
years later, working to engage communities across the state in efforts to improve the
well-being of Colorado kids, and enjoying the city and mountains with her family.

Becca Bracy, Clayton Early Learning
With more than 25 years of professional experience in education and
non-profit organizations, Becca is a mission-driven, equity-focused
organizational leader with a track record of building and sustaining diverse,
high-performing teams and positive and inclusive cultures. Becca served as
the founding executive director of The Broad Center in Los Angeles, a national

nonprofit organization that identified, developed, and supported education leaders inspired to
work inside school systems, in partnership with students, families, and communities, to
improve public education with a focus on excellence and equity. Becca capably led the Broad
Center for two decades from its inception to its recent transition to being housed within the
Yale School of Management.

Rep. Tanya Van Beber, R-48, Weld County
Tonya Van Beber, Colorado House Representative (House District 48), is a
third generation native of Colorado and Weld County.  Born in northeastern
Colorado, she grew up on a farm in northern Weld County.  Living in the Eaton,
Evans and Greeley areas of the county, she has experienced and is familiar



with the various concerns and challenges from one of the largest and fastest growing counties
in the state.  These life experiences have been instrumental in advocating for
agriculture/ranching and business development.

Rep. Iman Jodeh, D-41, Arapahoe County
I’m Iman Jodeh,a born and raised Coloradan from here in Aurora, a
first-generation American, daughter of immigrants and refugees, a progressive
Democrat, community advocate, educator, and I serve as the State
Representative of HD 41 to help address needs and make the American
Dream a reality for everyone.

Melissa Mares, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Melissa Mares is the Senior Policy Analyst for Early Childhood at the Colorado
Children’s Campaign and a co-convener of the Raise Colorado Coalition. In
this role, she supports policy analysis, coalition development, community
engagement and advocacy to advance the Children’s Campaign’s early
childhood agenda. As a co-convener of Raise Colorado, Melissa supports

work to advance equitable policies, programs, and practices that help expecting families,
pregnant people, infants, and toddlers thrive. Melissa first joined the Children’s Campaign as
an Early Childhood Policy Fellow in 2020. Prior to joining our team, she taught kindergarten at
a Spanish immersion school in Eugene, Oregon. She especially loved teaching and supporting
the socio-emotional development of her students, trying to do her part to ensure that they
could grow up with the necessary tools to become resilient self-advocates and good friends.
Before teaching, she was a Constituent Services Advocate in the Denver office of Senator
Mark Udall. She is a graduate of George Washington High School in Denver and earned her
B.A. in Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity and her Master’s in Elementary Education
from Stanford University. When not at work, you can find her playing soccer, running, in a yoga
class or cooking something new.

Rayna Hetlage, Senior Policy Manager, Center for Health Progress
Rayna’s passion for policy comes from her belief in a future in which everyone
in the United States can access affordable health care without discrimination.
Rayna earned her Master’s in Public Health with a concentration in Health
Systems Management and Policy from the Colorado School of Public Health
and her Bachelor’s of Science in Public Health from the University of Arizona.

Her past work has focused on addressing food insecurity and the health impacts of food
deserts. She has previously worked at the Colorado Fiscal Institute as a Health Policy Analyst
where she advocated for legislation to hold polluters accountable to communities and to
expand access to health insurance subsidies.



Alli Daley, Children’s Hospital Colorado
Alli Daley is the Senior Behavioral Health Policy Coordinator at Children’s
Hospital Colorado. In that role, she works on policy and legislation related to
children’s mental health and substance use. She also serves as the Policy
Director of Partner’s for Children’s Mental Health. Prior to Children’s Colorado,
Alli worked as an assistant city attorney for the City & County of Denver

litigating mental health and substance use disorder commitments, and before that she lobbied
for three years on behalf of Colorado counties on behavioral health and a wide range of other
issues. Alli has a BA from Boston University and a JD from the University of Colorado at
Boulder.

Riley Kitts, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Riley Kitts serves as the Government Affairs Director for the Colorado
Children’s Campaign. Riley has spent several years in Colorado politics,
working both inside and out of the State Capitol. He earned his degree in
Political Science from the University of Colorado-Boulder and immediately
dove into local politics after college. Riley comes to the organization from the

Colorado Department of Human Services where he spent three legislative sessions
spearheading the agency’s legislative and budgetary agendas. Prior to that, he spent several
years with the Colorado House Democrats serving in various roles from Executive Assistant to
the Speaker to Field and Outreach Directors. Some of Riley’s proudest legislative
accomplishments include the passage of HB17-1207 which prevents kids under the age of 12
from going to youth corrections for nonviolent offenses, HB19-1262 which provide free, full-day
kindergarten to all 5-year-olds and included the biggest preschool expansion in state history,
and SB20-029 which provided critical cash assistance to families who are experiencing deep
poverty during the COVID pandemic. Riley is a Denver native, graduate of Bishop Machebeuf
Catholic High School, and enjoys watching every second of Colorado sports with his wife,
Alyssa, and son, Cotton.

Stephanie Perez-Carrillo, Caring for Colorado Foundation
Before joining the Caring for Colorado team, Stephanie worked as the policy
and partnerships manager for the Colorado Children’s Campaign, where she
led coalition and policy work focused on education, housing, family economic
security, and healthy eating active living issues. While at the Children’s
Campaign she participated in the Emerging Equity Leaders Fellowship

focused on increasing representation of people of color in nonprofit leadership. Stephanie also
supports the Colorado Youth Congress as the mental health coach during their program days
and as a member of the central support team. She found her love and passion for policy work
when she worked as a public policy fellow at the Women’s Foundation of Colorado.



Charlie Veraza, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Charlie Veraza serves as the Development Associate for the Colorado
Children’s Campaign. He is responsible for providing support to the
Development Department and assists in raising revenue to advance the
mission of the Children’s Campaign. To that end, Charlie manages the
Customer Reputation Database, is in charge of the monthly donor newsletter,
and assists in the planning and execution of events and the building out of the
giving portfolio. Before moving to the Denver area, Charlie worked as an intern
for the Research and Development department of the Children’s Campaign.

Additionally, he interned with 8 different organizations in Washington D.C., Brussels, and
Colorado in both private and public sectors including the U.S. Department of State, Atlantic
Treaty Association, and Governor Jared Polis’s Gubernatorial Campaign. He graduated from
American University with a degree in International Relations.

Ealasha Vaughner, Clayton Community Ambassadors
Single mother of two beautiful daughters, ages 9 and 5. I am Clayton Early
Learning's Community Ambassador Coordinator and a part of CDHS Family
Voice Council. Educated businesswoman and a children and community
advocate. In my spare time, I love to spend time with my girls and complete
various graphic design projects. I am affiliated with Colorado Fiscal Institute,

Colorado Center Of Law & Policy (CCLP), 9 to 5, Colorado Blueprint to End Hunger, Denver
Great Kids Head Start, and many other amazing community organizations.

Celeste Razavi-Shearer, Yucca Root Yoga
Celeste (she/her/hers) is a TwoSpirit Hopi/Diné/Latinx mother, wife, writer,
artist, activist, gardener and small business owner. She has practiced yoga for
over 15 years, and in 2018 completed her 200 hour Yoga Teacher Training
with Satya Yoga Cooperative, the first and only all Black, Indigenous, and
People of Color member-owned yoga cooperative in the country. She focuses

on creating an environment that facilitates healing for peoples who have experienced/ are
experiencing oppression and colonization. Celeste holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology
from the University of Colorado Denver.

Heidi Baskfield, Children’s Hospital Colorado
Heidi joined Children’s Colorado in 2009. Heidi oversees the Health System’s
Division of Population Health and Advocacy which includes: school health; the
Child Health Advocacy Institute; Partners for Children’s Mental Health; the
Office of Diversity, Health Equity and Inclusion; Medicaid Programs; and
Government Affairs. Heidi is responsible for the creation of the Resource

Connect Center which connects patients and families with resources that meet the social
determinants of health, like housing assistance, food, affordable childcare, legal support and



more. Through her work, Heidi is committed to transforming the healthcare system for children
and youth to ensure their holistic needs are met in an equitable manner.

Prior to Children's Colorado, she served as legislative program manager for the Department of
Natural Resources during the Ritter administration, helping advance new rules on oil/gas
drilling, expand funding for water projects, protect rare and endangered species and protect
our natural spaces. Heidi was also a civil rights attorney advocating on behalf of children with
disabilities and adults whose civil rights were violated in the work place.

She earned her law degree from California Western School of Law and received her bachelor’s
degree in political science from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado.


