
 

 

Advocate Talking Points 
 
Basic Messages:  

 All kids in Colorado benefit from a strong start in life, setting the stage for lifelong health and learning.  

 A child’s brain undergoes a remarkable period of growth from birth to three years—producing more than 1 
million new neural connections every second. Ninety-percent of brain development in children occurs by age 5. 
This brain development is influenced by a child’s relationships, experiences and environment.  

 Colorado has made tremendous gains in increasing access to quality early childhood care and learning as well as 
improving child health policies for kids across the state.  

 We can build on that success with three important policies this year that provide essential diapering products to 
families and babies in need, expand access to essential family planning services, and reduce barriers to family 
home child care opportunities.  

 
Provide Diapering Products to Families in Need:  

 Senate Bill 027 will create a program to distribute diapering products through existing nonprofits and will 
provide them with a total of $2 million in funding to purchase and provide diapering essentials to low-income 
families per year in 2021 and 2022.  

 Diaper need has been reported by families as more stressful than food insecurity. Parents report reusing 
disposable diapers or creating makeshift diapers from plastic bags and toilet paper when they run out of money 
for diapers. An adequate supply of diapers may prove to be a tangible way of reducing parenting stress, 
improving child health and promoting family well-being. 

 
Expand Access to Family Planning Services: 

 Senate Bill 025 This bill would extend Medicaid coverage for family planning services to people who currently 
lack coverage and are just above the Medicaid eligibility income limit. The additional cost to extend coverage 
would largely be covered by federal dollars.  

 Various studies have found that family planning programs prevent unintended pregnancies and save the state 
and federal government money. This bill will help Colorado maintain its success at reducing unintended 
pregnancy rates and ensuring that families get off to the best possible start. 
 

Reduce Barriers and Expand Access to Family Home Child Care Opportunities: 

 House Bill 1222 requires local regulatory entities to treat licensed family child care homes (FCCHs) as residences 
for regulatory purposes such as zoning, land use, fire, life safety, and building codes. This change will prevent 
additional or conflicting regulations from being placed on FCCH providers above state licensing requirements. 

 State licensing regulations already require FCCHs to meet rigorous health and safety standards to ensure the 
wellbeing of all children in child care.  

 Duplicative local regulations too often lead to financial costs that make FCCHs unsustainable and result in 
closures. Economic impacts of the gaps in Colorado's child care sector on working families, employers and 
taxpayers costs our state $2.2 billion annually in lost earnings, productivity and revenue. 


