
 

 

Priority Bills 
SB 21-027: Emergency Supplies for Colorado Babies and Families (Sen. Pettersen & Reps. 
Gonzales-Gutierrez and Tipper)  
This bill was introduced 2/16/2021 and was assigned to the Senate Health and Human Services and Appropriations 
Committees; the bill was heard in the Senate Health and Human Services Committee and referred as amended to 
Appropriations on 3/4/2021.   
 
Background 
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 1 in 3 families reported needing more diapers. With high unemployment rates due to 
the pandemic, we will continue to see those numbers soar. Diapers, wipes, and other diapering essentials are vital to the 
health and well-being of young children and their families. 
 

Tell legislators to support Senate Bill 027:  
 National Diaper Bank Network has seen the demand of diapering essentials increase by as much as 300% during 

the pandemic.  
 By using existing infrastructure with the diaper organizations on the ground, we could get diapering essentials to 

all Coloradans in need at a minimal cost.  
 Some parents report missing up to 4 days of work per month due to not being able to supply the required 

amount of diapers to child care centers. 
 
What does the bill do? 
The bill will create a program to be implemented by the Colorado Department of Human Services. The Department will 
select one or more non-profit organizations with diaper distribution experience and provide them with a total of $2 
million in funding to purchase and provide diapering essentials to low-income families per year in 2021 and 2022. These 
diapering essentials are vital as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact young parents and families 
disproportionately.  
 
Reasons to support Senate Bill 027: 

 Diaper need has been reported by families as more stressful than food insecurity. An adequate supply of diapers 
may prove to be a tangible way of reducing parenting stress, a critical factor influencing child health and 
development. 

 Parents report reusing disposable diapers or creating makeshift diapers from plastic bags and toilet paper when 
they run out of money for diapers. These "alternatives" lead to painful rashes and health complications for 
babies. 

 Diapers cannot be purchased through existing programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) and Woman, Infants, and Children program (WIC). 

 
 
 



 

 

SB 21-025: Expanded Income Eligibility for Medicaid Family Planning Services (Sens. 
Pettersen and Coram & Reps. Tipper and Will)  
This bill was introduced on 2/16/2021 and is set to be heard in the Senate Health & Human Services Committee on 
3/17/2021. 
 
Background 
This bill would extend Medicaid coverage for family planning services to people who currently lack coverage and are just 
above the Medicaid eligibility income limit. The additional cost to extend coverage would largely be covered by federal 
dollars. Currently, the majority of other states have taken up this option.  
 

Tell legislators to support Senate Bill 025:  
✓ People of all ages fare better when they can plan their pregnancies. Unintended pregnancies are associated with 

an increased risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes such as preterm birth (the leading cause of infant mortality) 
and delivery of low birth rate babies, which is linked to several negative short and long-term health outcomes.  

✓ A recent survey shows that women - particularly women of color for whom pregnancy and childbirth can be 
most dangerous due to the impacts of racism and structural barriers to health care - increasingly want to delay 
having children due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

✓ Job losses are threatening access to reproductive health care for millions of Americans. The same survey shows 
that roughly a third of women (27%) are worried about being able to afford contraceptives during this time. 
 

What does this bill do?   
This proposal would direct the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing to adopt a state plan amendment to 
increase income eligibility limits for family planning services up to 260 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) – 
aligning with CHIP eligibility limits for pregnant people. Currently, adults in Colorado are only eligible for these services 
with incomes of 133 percent FPL or below, but tens of thousands of Coloradans lack access to costly yet needed family 
planning services. Access to family planning supports the health and well-being of families and children by reducing 
unintended pregnancies and saves the state money by decreasing the number of people utilizing Medicaid and CHP+ for 
pregnancy and postpartum coverage. This bill will help Colorado maintain its success at reducing unintended pregnancy 
rates and ensuring that families get off to the best possible start.  
 
Reasons to support Senate Bill 025: 

✓ The 2020 Guttmacher Survey of Reproductive Health Experiences finds that overall, one-third of women report 
wanting to get pregnant later or have fewer children because of the pandemic. Hispanic women, Black women, 
Queer women, and women living in poverty are more likely to worry about their access to contraceptives. 

✓ Various studies have found that family planning programs prevent unintended pregnancies and save the state 
and federal government money. 

✓ As of 2019, there were 58,000 women in Colorado without health insurance coverage for family planning 
services, and more than 21,000 of them fell between 139 and 250 percent FPL. 

 



 

 

HB 21 – 1222: Concerning Aligning Local Governing Authority Regulations to Expand 
Opportunities to Access Child Care in Family Child Care Homes (Reps. A. Valdez and Van 
Winkle & Sens. Winter and Smallwood) 
This bill was introduced on 3/17/21. 
 
Background 
Quality child care is a necessity for Colorado’s economy and working families with young children, yet the number of 
licensed child care facilities have declined over the last decade. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 10 percent of child-care 
providers have permanently closed their doors and 44 percent of families with young children are currently without 
child care plans for 2021. Licensed child care offered in a provider’s primary place of residence is commonly referred to 
as a family child care home (FCCH). The Office of Early Childhood (OEC) regulates child care operations in licensed 
facilities to ensure quality, health, and safety standards are met for all children in care. Local regulations that conflict 
with OEC’s licensure allowances can often lead to: reduced number of children that can attend a FCCH, increased costs 
due to commercial fire and zoning requirements, outright prohibitions of FCCHs in certain homes or communities, and 
failure to open new programs as providers are discouraged or cannot afford to navigate the additional hurdles. 
 

Tell legislators to support House Bill 1222:   
✓ State licensing regulations already require FCCHs to meet rigorous health and safety standards to ensure the 

wellbeing of all children in child care.  
✓ Child care sustains the economy, and these providers are the workforce behind the workforce. Some Colorado 

counties have no licensed child care centers, making FCCHs the only licensed options in that community. 
✓ FCCHs may be the preferred option for families due to their smaller group sizes, in-home learning environments, 

accessibility, cultural-congruency, and flexibility to accommodate nontraditional work schedules. Historically, 
most of the infants and toddlers in licensed child care are cared for in FCCHs. 
 

What does the bill do? 
This bill requires local regulatory entities to treat licensed FCCHs as residences for regulatory purposes such as zoning, 
land use, fire, life safety, and building codes. This change will prevent additional or conflicting regulations from being 
placed on FCCH providers above state licensing requirements. In doing so, the legislature can help increase the 
availability of quality child care within communities throughout Colorado and boost the economy by enabling working 
families to maintain employment. 
 
Reasons to support House Bill 1222:  

✓ Providing quality child care is expensive and the costs are often inaccessible for Colorado families who, on 
average, spend 20 percent of their household income on child care.  

✓ Despite the high costs to provide quality child care, providers are unable to set tuition rates high enough to 
cover their expenses because many families cannot afford the higher rates. Duplicative local regulations too 
often lead to financial costs that make FCCHs unsustainable and result in closures.  

✓ Economic impacts of the gaps in Colorado's child care sector on working families, employers, and taxpayers 
costs our state $2.2 billion annually in lost earnings, productivity, and revenue. 


