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• Good morning Madam Vice Chair and members of the committee and sponsors. My 

name is Leslie Colwell, and I’m with the Colorado Children’s Campaign, here today to 

testify in support of Senate Bill 185 because of the potential benefits to Colorado’s 

educator workforce and to our kids. 

• I want to first speak highly of the extensive ESRII process that led to this bill, in which 

the Children’s Campaign was a participant. Mr. Abramson explained that this bill is 

based on the recommendations of dozens of stakeholders in a months-long process 

to identify systemic shifts needed in Colorado’s education system. 

• In any non-pandemic school year, I have the opportunity to travel around the state 

to visit with district administrators, educators, and parents about the unique 

educational opportunities and challenges in their communities. In the seven years 

I’ve been with the Children’s Campaign, the most universal and urgent theme I hear 

in these visits is how every district struggles in some way with recruitment and 

retention of educator talent.  

• The anecdotes I hear have been confirmed each year in the data we see about 

teacher shortages across the state – and we know that all of these workforce 

challenges have only been exacerbated during the COVID pandemic. 

A survey conducted last month of 5,000 CO Education Association members showed 

that 40 percent of licensed teachers are weighing an exit from the profession after 

this school year.  

• Meeting these challenges will require creative, systemic solutions, and collaboration 

among state agencies and institutions to reimagine what entry into the profession 

can look like. This bill directs state resources, in a targeted and thoughtful way, to 

specific strategies to accomplish each of these goals. 

• On a personal note I want to share that I’m a former teacher, and even though both 

of my parents were educators, I never thought about teaching as a career myself 

until my senior year of college when I was recruited by an alternative preparation 

program. I’m hopeful that our high school and post-secondary students in Colorado 

will start thinking about education as a profession much earlier than I did if we can 

implement the package of strategies in this bill. 

• Thank you to Sens. Zenzinger and Rankin for consistently championing policies to 

bolster our K-12 workforce and the educational experiences of our students, and 

thanks to you all for your time today.  
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