
Vote “Yes” for Expanded Income Eligibility for 
Medicaid Family Planning Services 

Sens. Pettersen & Coram / Reps. Tipper & Will  

Coloradans fare better when they can plan their pregnancies. Unin-
tended pregnancies are associated with an increased risk of adverse 
pregnancy outcomes such as preterm birth and delivery of low birth 
weight babies. The public health and economic crises created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic have shined a bright light on the need for in-
creased access to family planning services. Job losses are also threat-
ening access to reproductive care for millions of Americans.  

Expanding Family Planning is the right move for Colorado 

• The federal government covers Medicaid family planning costs at 
a 90/10 match, meaning we are leaving federal dollars on the ta-
ble if the state does not expand. 

• The Colorado Health Institute estimated that the expansion of a 
comprehensive family planning benefit to this population through 
the Medicaid program would save the state more than $3 million 
dollars in health costs during the program’s first full year.  

28 states – not including Colorado – offered expanded family plan-
ning services through Medicaid, drawing down millions in federal 
funding and saving taxpayer dollars. (see figure below). 

One third of women (34%) report 

wanting to get pregnant later or have 

fewer children because of the  

pandemic.  

• Black women (44%) and Hispanic  

women (48%) are more likely than 

white women (28%) to state that  

because of the pandemic, they  

want to have children later or want 

fewer children.  

27%  are worried about being able to 

afford contraceptives.  

• Hispanic women, Black women, 

Queer women, and women living in 

poverty are more likely to worry 

about their access to contracep-

tives.  

As of 2019, there were 58,000 women  

in Colorado without health insurance 

coverage for family planning services, 

and more than 21,000 of them fell be-

tween 139% and 250% of the Federal 

Poverty Line.  

Who is in need of Family 

Planning Services?   

The pandemic has jeopardized ac-
cess to family planning services 
while demand for those services 
has grown. Women, particularly 
women of color for whom preg-
nancy and childbirth can be most 
dangerous, due to the impacts of 
racism and structural barriers to 
health care, increasingly want to 
delay having children.  
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https://www.coloradokids.org/data/publications/family-planning-expansion-analysis/


Colorado has the opportunity to expand Medicaid coverage for family planning 

services at a minimal cost to the state—drawing down federal dollars to our 

state with a 90/10  match. 

What would a Family Planning State Plan Amendment do?  
 
• Increase income eligibility limits for family planning services up to 

260 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Currently, adults are 
eligible for these services with incomes up to 133% FPL, but tens of 
thousands of Coloradans lack access to needed family planning ser-
vices. The bill would increase the number of Coloradans who would 
qualify for these services to align with the eligibility level for CHP+. 

 
• Support the health and well-being of families and children by re-

ducing unintended pregnancies, empowering people to attain their 
education goals, helping create financially secure and strong fami-
lies, and reducing the number of people who need to use Medicaid 
and CHP+ for pregnancy and postpartum coverage. This bill will help 
Colorado meet the moment of the COVID-19 pandemic by maintain-
ing the state’s success at reducing unintended pregnancy and ensur-
ing that families get off to the best possible start.  

 
• Expand access to services in a cost-effective way for taxpayers.  This 

bill will also reduce pressure on the resources in our state family 
planning program.   

 
• Help connect people to options for full insurance coverage.   
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About Colorado Children’s Campaign 
The Colorado Children’s Campaign is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization committed since 1985 to realizing every 
chance for every child in Colorado. We advocate for the development and implementation of data-driven public policies that im-
prove child well-being in health, education and early childhood. We do this by providing Coloradans with trusted data and re-
search and organizing an extensive statewide network of dedicated child advocates. For more information, please vis-
it www.coloradokids.org. 

Vote “Yes” on SB21-025!  


