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 Madam Chair and members of the committee, my name is Sarah Barnes and I am the Manager of Special Policy 
Initiatives at the Colorado Children’s Campaign. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in support of SB 
29, and we are very grateful to Representatives Coleman and Duran for their leadership on this important policy. 

 
 SB 29 would allow Colorado to use federal funds to ensure that families enrolled in the TANF program, who are 

experiencing extreme poverty, receive additional money in their pockets as soon as possible to help weather the 
immediate effects of the crisis caused by the COVID-19 outbreak.  

 
 All Colorado families want to provide for the basic needs of their children. However, policies and practices have 

created and maintained inequitable opportunities for some families. In 2018, about 65,000 kids in Colorado 
were experiencing extreme poverty. This means they were living in families whose income was below half of the 
federal poverty line, or less than $12,875 a year in income for a family of four.  

 
 And right now, due to the COVID pandemic, we are in the midst of an unprecedented crisis. Families enrolled in 

TANF are families who are experiencing extreme poverty. These families need additional money in their pockets 
as soon as possible to help weather the immediate effects of this crisis. The additional barriers that these 
families will face in meeting basic needs now and as state begins to recover make it even more critical to 
prioritize a way to provide cash assistance to these families as soon as possible.  

 
 SB 29 would use federal funds to provide an immediate, one-time payment of $500 to families who are enrolled 

in TANF, to help these families meet their basic needs right now, including food, diapers, formula, and bus 
passes. 

 
 This one-time payment will help families make ends meet during the current crisis, and will help make up for the 

fact that BCA has not adjusted for inflation since the program was created in 1996, and hasn’t kept up with the 
cost of living in Colorado.  

 
 As the legislature makes difficult choices about the budget and how to support Colorado’s recovery now and 

into the future, it is critical to provide support to families who are facing some of the greatest barriers to 
security. We urge your support of SB 29 as one important solution. Thank you. 
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