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• Thank you, Chair Lontine and members of the committee. 

• My name is Erin Miller and I’m the Vice President of Health Initiatives at the 
Colorado Children’s Campaign. 

• I appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of this bill and thanks to 
Representatives Roberts and Kennedy for bringing this policy forward. 

• We support this bill because it will reduce the cost of health insurance 
coverage for families across the state and help get more kids covered. 

• Kids with health insurance have better access to the physical, mental and oral 
health care they need to be healthy and are also less likely to drop out of high 
school, more likely to graduate from college, and have higher incomes as 
adults. 

• Health insurance coverage has been shown to protect family financial 
resources, improve mental health and reduce depression, and decrease infant, 
child, and maternal mortality rates. 

• Colorado has made significant progress in covering children: the state’s 
uninsured rate for kids has hovered at roughly 5 percent over the last few 
years, down from 14 percent in 2008. But that means that more than 60,000 
Colorado kids still lack coverage. And, it’s important to understand the barriers 
to coverage that remain for those who remain uninsured. 

• The All Kids Covered Coalition has been working to improve child wellbeing in 
Colorado through health insurance coverage for more than a decade – and 
two groups of children who still lack access to coverage will be directly helped 
by this bill.  

• One group of children who still lack coverage are those who live in families 
with incomes too high to qualify for tax credits in the exchange but for whom 
the cost of family health insurance is still prohibitive.  

• Another group is children who are in families in the “family glitch.” The glitch 
occurs because affordable employer coverage is defined on the exchange 
based only on the cost of that employee’s health coverage without factoring 



in the cost of covering the employee’s dependents. Although covering a 
partner and children could be many thousands more, those family members 
are locked out of receiving financial assistance through the exchange. 
Researchers estimate that there are roughly 40,000 Coloradans in this glitch. 

• This proposal will reduce the cost of insurance for all of these families by an 
average of more than 10 percent across the state, while mitigating any out-of-
pocket cost increases for those who receive tax credits on the exchange. 

• The Children’s Campaign also works with a network of leaders across the state 
(our It’s About Kids network) and many of these leaders have expressed 
concern about their costly health insurance premiums. Some of these leaders 
operate childcare centers, supporting our working families, and they struggle 
to afford health insurance for themselves and their employees. This plan, 
especially as it is expanded to the small group market, will be very helpful for 
these network members. 

• We urge your support of this bill and I am happy to take any questions. 


