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Oklahoma: Studies of the Tulsa pre-K program have repeatedly shown substantial short-term gains in school readiness, 
including big gains in pre-reading and pre-math skills.  A study of 8th grade students found some persistence of these 
gains over time, particularly for math test scores and not being held back in school.i By age 18 or 19, the pre-K program 
decreased the likelihood that black children were charged with a misdemeanor or felony crime.ii   In a different study of 
the Tulsa Head Start program, participants had higher state test scores in math in 7th grade and were 31 percent less 
likely to be held back and 34 percent less likely to be chronically absent by 8th  grade.iii  
 
North Carolina: North Carolina’s Smart Start and NC Pre-K programs improved young children’s reading and math skills 
in fifth grade. Children in counties that spent more per child were two months ahead in reading and 1.5 months ahead in 
math by fifth grade when compared with children in counties that spent less.iv 
 
Arkansas: An evaluation of the Arkansas Better Chance program found that children who attended pre-K developed an 
extra four months worth of vocabulary knowledge, beyond the gains that would be expected as a child naturally ages. 
Pre-K attendance also resulted in 23 percent more correct answers on a literacy test and improved math scores. Benefits 
persisted through 2nd grade for literacy, language and math, and through 3rd grade for literacy. In addition, children who 
attended the program were less likely to be held back in school by the end of 3rd grade than those who didn’t attend any 
pre-K.v 
 
Georgia: The Georgia Pre-K program had positive effects on children’s early literacy skills, math skills and general 
knowledge. Poor children also had sustained benefits through elementary school in reading and English language arts, 
were less likely to be held back in school, and outperformed children who did not attend pre-K on some measures on 9th 
grade achievement.vi 
 
New Jersey:  An evaluation of New Jersey’s pre-K program found that children who attended the program significantly 
outperformed similar children who did not attend and that these differences persist at least through 4th or 5th grade. In 
4th or 5th grade children who had attended New Jersey pre-K for two years were three-quarters of an academic year 
ahead of their peers who did not attend in math and two-thirds of an academic year ahead in literacy. Pre-K also 
reduced the likelihood of being held back in school by 40 percent and the likelihood of receiving special education 
services by 31 percent.vii 
 
Michigan: Participants in Michigan’s state pre-K, the Great Start Readiness Program, were held back in school 51 percent 
less often than non-participants and had a 35 percent increase in high school graduation rates.viii 
 
Massachusetts: Boston’s pre-K program improved mathematics, literacy and language skills among participating 
children equivalent to seven months of additional learning, compared with children who did not attend.ix  
 
High-Quality Early Education Yields a Strong Return on Investment: 

• A well-respected, independent cost-benefit analysis of nearly 20 different studies of state and local pre-K 
programs showed that pre-K can return, on average, a “profit” (economic benefits minus costs) to society of 
more than $34,000 for every child served.x 

• Participants in quality early learning programs show substantial improvements on test scores early in life.xi In 
adulthood, these same students are more likely to complete high school, attend college, and even have better 
health outcomes. xii They are less likely to have been charged with a crime or become a teenage parent.xiii The 
returns from quality early care and education have been estimated to be 7 percent to 13 percent per year.xiv 
Study after study highlights the long-term cost savings of investing in high quality early learning programs (see 
The Abecedarian Project,xv the High/Scope Perry Preschool study, etc.).xvi  
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• For example, a recent analysis of the Chicago Child-Parent Center study estimated $48,000 in benefits to the 
public per child from a half-day public preschool for at-risk children. Participants at age 20 were estimated to be 
more likely to have finished high school—and were less likely to have been held back, need remedial help or 
have been arrested. The estimated return on investment was $7 for every dollar invested (National Institute for 
Early Education Research).

xviii

xvii  In addition, a recent research brief from Ready Nation summarizes the abundance 
of research illustrating both the short and long-term benefits investments in early childhood.  In short, high 
quality early care and education is a key component to addressing the challenges our schools face in preparing 
tomorrow’s workforce for success. 

• Additional consensus statements by a wide range of academics highlight the impact of pre-K and the conditions 
that support long-term gains in children’s achievement: 

o https://www.brookings.edu/research/puzzling-it-out-the-current-state-of-scientific-knowledge-on-pre-
kindergarten-effects/  

o https://www.fcd-us.org/assets/2013/10/Evidence20Base20on20Preschool20Education20FINAL.pdf 
o https://sites.google.com/site/ececonsensusletter/       
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