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• Good afternoon Madam Vice Chair and members of the committee. My name is Leslie 

Colwell, and I’m with the Colorado Children’s Campaign, here today to testify in support of 
Senate Bill 199 because we believe it holds potential to improve the success of our young 
readers. 
 

• The Children’s Campaign was one of the lead supporters of the READ Act when it passed in 
2012 because we understand the critical importance of third grade reading proficiency as a 
predictor of school and career success. We still believe that identifying struggling readers 
early and directing resources to schools to intervene effectively is the right approach, but in 
implementation we have seen that we need to do even more to meet the literacy needs of 
all students. 

 
• One key challenge we see is the lack of transparency and accountability for how READ Act 

dollars are spent. Currently, beyond knowing what percentage of per pupil intervention 
funds are used for broad categories like tutoring services, summer school and “other” 
targeted services, there is no way to really understand which interventions and tools lead 
to increased reading competency and which do not. There is also no guarantee that READ 
Act per-pupil dollars follow and provide supports only for students identified as having an 
SRD. 

 
• The strike below amendment adds several provisions, specifically on pages 14-16 and page 

19, that we think will help illuminate which interventions are driving the most 
improvement for kids and ensure resources are being targeted to what works. 

 
• We also appreciate and support the bill’s continued focus on instructional programming, 

professional development, and interventions aligned with the science of reading, and the 
possible expansion of the Early Literacy Grant Program, which has facilitated the largest 
gains in participating schools despite having higher rates of SRD than the state average.  

 
• We still have work to do to ensure all kids have what they need to reach reading 

proficiency. We believe SB-199 as amended addresses some of the gaps we’ve seen in 
implementation and will improve the success of our struggling readers. 
 

• I want to say a big thank you to Senators Todd and Rankin and Stand For Children for all of 
their collaboration and hard work to get the bill to this point. And thank you committee 
members for your time. 

 


