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 Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of the “Basic Cash Assistance Increase” 

proposed rule.  

 The Colorado Children’s Campaign strongly supports the Department’s proposal to increase the 

BCA grant and believes that we must do so now. Prior to my current role, I devoted 20 years of 

my career to connecting low-income youth and their families to supports like TANF and I saw 

firsthand the positive impact that BCA can make.  

 In my current role leading a data driven organization, where we’ve done the analysis, the 

research supports what I saw firsthand and it supports the experiences that were shared today 

by the customers.  

 Research is clear that the toxic levels of stress that often accompany poverty have lifelong 

impacts on Colorado’s kids. Decades of research show that children who experience poverty are 

at higher risk for health problems, more likely to start school at a disadvantage, less likely to 

graduate high school on time and more likely to live in poverty as an adult due to the lack of 

resources they experience during childhood.  

 Research also shows, however, that policy decisions can help mitigate these impacts. Boosting 

the income of low-income families with children and pregnant women improves child 

outcomes—resulting in higher birthweights and better academic achievement. As we think 

about the babies on the laps of their parents today – research shows that these positive 

outcomes even persist into adulthood; children whose families received additional income 

during their childhood saw higher adult earnings and an increase in the number of hours 

worked. 

 The proposed increase is not enough to keep pace with the growth in cost of living, but boosting 

the BCA grant would help keep Colorado families from falling even further behind. Boosting the 

BCA grant would improve child outcomes.  

 Across Colorado, nearly 60,000 children lived in families that received basic cash assistance in 

2017. Increasing the basic cash assistance grant to better reflect inflation will help mitigate the 

harmful effects of poverty for these children. It’s the right thing to do.  

 We commend the Colorado Department of Human Services staff for bringing forth this proposal 

and respectfully request your support of this effort that will help remove barriers to opportunity 

for Colorado’s kids. 


