
 

 

 

 

 
The Honorable Michael Bennet 
U.S. Senate 
 

The Honorable Ken Buck 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Cory Gardner 
U.S. Senate 
 

The Honorable Doug Lamborn 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Diana DeGette 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

The Honorable Mike Coffman 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Jared Polis 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

The Honorable Ed Perlmutter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

The Honorable Scott Tipton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 

 

 

Dear members of the Colorado Congressional delegation: 

On behalf of the 75-member Colorado CHIP Coalition, thank you for your support of the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program. Six years of funding will allow families the comfort of knowing that their 

children will get the health care they need and will allow state governments to plan for health care costs 

and manage their budget needs wisely.  

Our broad and diverse coalition represents of child health advocates, family doctors, pediatricians, 

community clinics, large and small hospitals and many others who have seen first-hand that CHIP, or 

CHP+ as Colorado’s program is called, has made a genuine impact on tens of thousands of Colorado kids 

and their families as well as the pregnant women the program serves.  

Across its nearly 20-year history, CHIP has enjoyed bipartisan support because it increases health 

insurance coverage for children and helps working families while resembling a private insurance plan 

through membership fees and co-pays. Even in our current, deeply divisive political environment, there 

is no reason CHIP should not continue to enjoy this kind of support. It’s a strong program with a track 

record that has proved its value to our country, our state, Colorado’s working families and, most 

importantly, millions of children and pregnant women who have used it over the years.  

We hope that you will stand with us as we work to assure families this important health program is still 

available to them and encourage those who need it to continue to use it. As you might imagine, the 

ongoing chaos around the program for the last several months has created unfortunate and 

unnecessary turmoil for the families that use it -- families least able to absorb this kind of uncertainty.  



We hope that as we move forward, CHIP will continue to be promoted for our working families and will 

again enjoy the unwavering support a successful program like this deserves. Additionally, we hope that 

as we look across funding for health care in our country, we won’t again attempt to pit funding for 

public health against funding for childhood health. We also encourage you to consider the important 

funding, not yet appropriated, for Community Health Centers and voluntary nurse home-visiting services 

through the Maternal Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program (MIECHV). These services are 

also crucial for the success of Colorado’s working families and should not be forgotten even as CHIP 

funding is renewed. 

We thank you for your open dialogue with our coalition and your assistance in ensuring that CHIP and 

the working families it serves weren’t forgotten in our national conversation. 

Sincerely, 

The Colorado CHIP Coalition 

 

CC:  Gov. John Hickenlooper 

        Kim Bimestefer, executive director of Department of Health Care Policy and Financing 

        Gretchen Hammer, Medicaid Director 

        Sen. Kent Lambert 

        Sen. Kevin Lundberg 

        Sen. Dominick Moreno 

        Rep. Bob Rankin 

        Rep. Millie Hamner 

        Rep. Dave Young 

 


