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All children are born with the potential to do great things, but they need support along the way to fulfill that potential. Investing in 

high quality health care and stable, nurturing early environments helps ensure all children get off to a strong, healthy start. 

Child Poverty 
Poverty affects all areas of a child’s life, from access to healthy 

foods to the likelihood of attending a high-quality school. In 

2015, 15 percent of children under 18 and 17 percent of 

children under 6 were living in poverty, defined as annual 

income of $24,250 for a family of four. While the child poverty 

rate dropped for the third consecutive year in 2015, over 

180,000 children still live in poverty in Colorado. 

  

Health Coverage  
Increasing the number of Colorado children who have health 

coverage has been one of Colorado’s greatest policy successes 

in recent years. Colorado’s uninsured rate for kids dropped 

below the national average in 2014 thanks to important policy 

decisions made by Colorado lawmakers, coordinated efforts at the community level and implementation of federal health care 

reform. On average, 4.2 percent of all Colorado children under 18 were uninsured in 2015, down from 10 percent in 2009.  

Children of color and children in poverty have seen some of the greatest gains in coverage: just 2 percent of black/African-American 

children lacked health insurance in 2015, the lowest rate of any group. However, current policies perpetuate significant barriers to 

coverage for American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) children and Hispanic/Latino children. Protecting health coverage for all kids is a 

critical step toward ensuring a healthy future for our state. 

Colorado has seen a continued decline in the percent of uninsured children, driven by state and federal policy change. 
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Colorado Children in Poverty

Children Under 6

Children Under 18

May 2010:  
Eligibility expanded for Medicaid parents to 
100% FPL (from 60%), kids and pregnant 
women in CHP+ to 250% FPL (from 205%) 

August 2013:  
Elimination of CHP+ 3-
month waiting period 

January 2014:  
Coverage for Medicaid parents increased to 133% FPL as part 
of ACA Medicaid Expansion. Subsidized coverage available for 
Coloradans through the marketplace up to 400% FPL 

March 2014:  
Implemented 12-month continuous 
eligibility for children enrolled in Medicaid 



Child Care Access, Affordability, & Quality 
Nearly two-thirds of Colorado kids under six—about 246,000 children—have all parents in the workforce and depend on some form 

of child care each week. Colorado’s leaders know the importance of attracting and retaining employees. They need dependable staff 

who show up focused on the job—but that can be hard for parents who can’t find affordable, reliable child care.  
 

The Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) is a voluntary program that helps make child care more affordable by 

subsidizing a portion of child care costs. CCCAP funding is limited, meaning not all families who qualify for subsidies receive them. In 

FY 2015-2016, CCCAP served 17,864 Colorado children per month on average—only a fraction of low-income children in the state. 

In addition, low- to moderate-income families can deduct a portion of expenses via the Child Care Expenses Tax Credit. 
  

Colorado Preschool Program  
The Colorado Preschool Program (CPP) is Colorado’s state-funded, voluntary preschool program for 3- and 4-year-old children (as 

well as 5-year-olds not yet in kindergarten) who experience risk factors that are known to increase risk of academic failure. Each CPP 

slot includes a 2.5-hour day of preschool, four days per week, with the fifth day usually set aside for teacher professional 

development and family outreach activities. The number of available slots in CPP is capped by the legislature, and as a result, not all 

children who qualify can actually enroll in the program. The Colorado Department of Education estimates that more than 8,397 

additional 4-year-olds qualified for CPP but had no preschool or Head Start available to them. 
  

Early Childhood Suspensions and Expulsions 
 Children under 8 years old are at a critical stage of development, and their early experiences have dramatic impacts on their health 

and school success. Suspension or expulsion from school for what 

are often developmentally appropriate (but challenging) 

behaviors does little to address the needs of children exhibiting 

these behaviors, and it can have profound consequences on their 

future. Research shows that when young students are suspended 

or expelled from school, they are more likely to experience future 

disciplinary action, drop out of high school, or be incarcerated 

later in life. In 2015-16, schools issued 7,819 out-of-school 

suspensions to students in prekindergarten through third 

grade. And schools don’t apply disciplinary action 

proportionately among all students—black children, boys and 

students with disabilities are much more likely to be 

suspended out-of-school than their peers. By focusing on 

alternatives to suspension and expulsion for non-threatening 

behavior, we have an opportunity to keep more students in the 

classroom and on-track.  
  

Immunizations 
Vaccines are one of the safest, most effective and cost-saving tools for protecting the health of individual children and the 

population at large. Immunizing children helps protect them from diseases such as polio, mumps, measles, hepatitis A and B, and 

pertussis (whooping cough). Children who are immunized experience fewer doctor’s visits and hospitalizations than their peers who 

do not receive vaccinations. The percentage of Colorado 2-year-olds who were fully immunized rose to 78 percent in 2015, slightly 
above the national average of 75 percent.  

In many states, children are required to be vaccinated unless their parents claim a religious or medical exemption. Colorado, 

however, also allows parents to exempt their child from vaccinations through a personal belief exemption. As a result, Colorado has 

one of the highest rates of nonmedical exemptions in the country. In the 2015-2016 school year, 4.3 percent of Colorado 

kindergartners were not vaccinated for a nonmedical reason, primarily through the personal belief exemption. 
  

 
Access more information on child health and early childhood experiences in the full KIDS COUNT in Colorado! report. KIDS COUNT is an 
annual publication of the Colorado Children’s Campaign that provides the best available state- and county-level data to measure and track 
the education, health and general well-being of our state’s children. The report is strictly a data and research resource and does not include 
policy recommendations. The full report is available on the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s website at: www.coloradokids.org.  
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