
Bill Testimony for HB 17-1106: Continuation of the Early Childhood Leadership Commission 

(ECLC) 

Good afternoon Madame Chair and members of the committee.  My name is Bill Jaeger, and I 

am the Vice President of Early Childhood Initiatives at the Colorado Children’s Campaign and 

appreciate the opportunity to testify in support of HB 17-1106.  I have also been asked to share 

that the Junior League of Denver would like to note their support of this bill as well. 

 

Before bringing policy proposals forward, advocates are often reminded to look to opportunities 

for public – private partnerships, to ensure that there is coordination between local and state 

efforts, and to explore strategies to support existing efforts that advance a goal. It is exactly these 

activities that the Early Childhood Leadership Commission undertakes. Whether it be serving as 

a coordinating body for oversight and guidance of inter-agency efforts, advancing our 

understanding of existing efforts to support young children and their parents, ensuring that 

Colorado children receive their fair share of federal grant dollars, or simply creating a space for 

parents, service providers, and state and local partners to pursue shared strategies on behalf of 

Colorado’s children, they are the hub of the great thinking on how to support young children and 

families. 

 

Children 8-years-old and younger are at a critical stage of development and they and their 

families’ early experiences cut across numerous systems, agencies, and caregivers.  Early 

childhood is the “when” and not the “what” and absent cross-agency, public-private, system 

coordination we will end up making it harder for parents and very young children to navigate this 

critical period of development.  

 

The Early Childhood Leadership Commission brings together the key agency, school district, 

philanthropic, business, and service provider voices to identify and help resolve challenges in 

families’ experiences in the early years of life.  They are coordinated, effective, and trusted 

voices that deserve an opportunity to continue their work. 

 

Thank you and I would be happy to answer any questions you might have. 
 


