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All children are born with the potential to do great things, but they need support 

along the way to fulfill that potential. Investing in high quality health care and stable, 

nurturing early environments helps ensure all children get off to a strong, healthy start. 

Child Poverty 
Children living in poverty are more likely to start school at a 

disadvantage, more likely to be in poor health, less likely to 

graduate high school on time and more likely to live in 

poverty as an adult. In 2014, 15 percent of all children under 

18 and 16 percent of children under 6 were living in 

poverty, defined as annual income of $23,850 for a family 

of four. While the child poverty rate dropped for the second 

consecutive year in 2014, there are still about 190,000 

children living in poverty in Colorado. 

 

 

Health Coverage  
Increasing the number of Colorado children who have health 

coverage has been one of Colorado’s greatest policy success 

stories in recent years. Colorado’s uninsured rate for children 

dropped below the national average for the first time in 2014 

thanks to important policy decisions made by Colorado 

lawmakers, coordinated efforts at the community level and 

implementation of federal health care reform. On average, 

5.6 percent of all Colorado children under 18 were 

uninsured in 2014, down from 10 percent in 2009.  

Children of color and children in poverty have seen some of 

the greatest gains in coverage: uninsured rates dropped by 

more than half for black/African-American and American 

Indian children between 2013 and 2014. However, uninsured 

rates for Hispanic/Latino children remain well above the 

state average at 9.6 percent. 

 

Child Care Assistance 

Colorado consistently ranks as one of the least-affordable states for 

both center-based child care and family child care homes, relative to 

median income. In 2014, the average annual cost of center-based 

infant care in a Colorado child care center was $13,154, the fifth-

least affordable in the nation. 
 

The Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) is a voluntary 

program that helps make child care more affordable by providing a 

subsidy for a portion of child care costs to child care providers who 

contract with the program. Funding for CCCAP is limited, meaning 

not all families who qualify for child care subsidies are able to receive 

them. In FY 2014-2015, CCCAP served 30,181 Colorado children—

only a fraction of the number of low-income children in the state.  
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Child Care Assistance for Teen Parents 
The high cost of child care is one of many barriers that keep 6 out of 10 teen mothers from finishing high school. Most Colorado 

counties require applicants for CCCAP to seek child support enforcement and take the non-custodial parent to court as a condition of 

receiving help with child care. Research in other states and stories from teen parents point to this requirement as one of the leading 

reasons why teen parents do not seek the child care support they need to finish their diploma. In a survey of Teen Parent 

Collaborative members, 12 of 14 agencies representing 1,295 teen parents cited the child support requirement, along with the 

cumbersome application process, as the most significant obstacles to accessing CCCAP.  

 

Colorado Preschool Program  
The Colorado Preschool Program (CPP) is Colorado’s state-funded, voluntary preschool program for 3- and 4-year-old children (as 

well as 5-year-olds not yet in kindergarten) who experience risk factors that are known to increase risk of academic failure. Each CPP 

slot includes a 2.5-hour day of preschool, four days per week, with the fifth day usually set aside for teacher professional 

development and family outreach activities. The number of available slots in CPP is capped by the legislature, and as a result, not all 

children who qualify can actually enroll in the program. The Colorado Department of Education estimates that more than 11,400 

additional 4-year-olds qualified for CPP but had no preschool or Head Start available to them. 

 

Early Childhood Suspensions and Expulsions 
Children under 8 years old are at a critical stage of development, and their early experiences have dramatic impacts on their health 

and school success. Suspension and/or expulsion from school for what are often developmentally appropriate (but challenging) 

behaviors does little to address the needs of children exhibiting these behaviors, and it can have profound consequences on their 

future. Research shows that when young students are suspended or expelled from school, they are several times more likely to 

experience disciplinary action later in their academic experience, drop out of or fail high school, and be incarcerated later in life. In 

2014-15 in kindergarten through third grade, 3,854 students were suspended out-of-school at least once. These students 

accounted for a total of 7,433 out-of-school suspensions. Black and special education children are much more likely to be 

suspended out-of-school than their peers in kindergarten through third grade. 

Immunizations 
Vaccines are one of the safest, most effective and cost-saving tools for protecting the health of individual children and the 

population at large. Immunizing children helps protect them from diseases such as polio, mumps, measles, hepatitis A and B, and 

pertussis (whooping cough). Children who are immunized experience fewer doctor’s visits and hospitalizations than their peers who 

do not receive vaccinations. After a slight dip in 2013, the 

percentage of Colorado 2-year-olds who were fully 

immunized rose to 74 percent in 2014, slightly below the 

national average of 75 percent.  

In many states, children are required to be vaccinated 

unless their parents claim a religious or medical exemption. 

Colorado, however, also allows parents to exempt their 

child from vaccinations through a personal belief 

exemption. As a result, Colorado has one of the highest 

rates of nonmedical exemptions in the country. In the 2014-

2015 school year, 5.4 percent of Colorado kindergartners 

were not vaccinated for a nonmedical reason—the fifth 

highest in the U.S. Of the 3,832 kindergartners in Colorado 

who were unvaccinated for a nonmedical reason, only 202 

were exempted for religious reasons; the remainder were 

exempted through the personal belief exemption. 

 

 

 

Access more information on child health and early childhood experiences in the full KIDS COUNT in Colorado! report. KIDS COUNT is an 

annual publication of the Colorado Children’s Campaign that provides the best available state- and county-level data to measure and track 

the education, health and general well-being of our state’s children. The report is strictly a data and research resource and does not include 

policy recommendations. The full report is available on the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s website at: www.coloradokids.org.  


