
Protecting health in schools and child care settings by strengthening the process for opting out of vaccinations. 
Colorado requires children enrolled in licensed child care and public schools to be vaccinated against harmful diseases 
to protect the health of both individual children and the whole community. Colorado allows parents to exempt their 
children from this requirement for medical, religious and personal belief reasons. Strengthening the Personal Belief 
Exemption to ensure parents have the information they need to make well-informed choices about vaccinating their 
children will help ensure that all children have access to safe places to learn and grow.

Ensuring children have dental coverage by aligning marketplace requirements. We will seek legislation to give the 
Colorado Insurance Commissioner the authority to fix a market inequity and help ensure all Colorado children get the 
dental coverage they need, regardless of how their parents buy that health coverage. 

CHILD HEALTH

Protecting and implementing landmark school improvement legislation passed in the past five years. Since 2008, 
Colorado has led the nation in advancing innovative education policy while experiencing the Great Recession and slow 
economic recovery. We cannot postpone improving our education system and better supporting students by delaying 
implementation of these policies. We will protect and continue to support the Colorado Academic Standards and As-
sessments, the Great Teachers and Leaders Act, our state’s Accountability Act and the READ Act. 

K-12 EDUCATION

Expanding access to high quality early learning through the Colorado Preschool Program (CPP) and increasing opportunities 
for kindergarteners to attend a full day of school. CPP has been helping children become ready for school since 1988, 
but demand far exceeds access to spots. Full-day kindergarten has seen rapid growth around the state, but the costs 
of expansion have been carried by parents and school districts, making the availability inconsistent across Colorado.

Advocating for investments in quality improvement efforts across the early learning spectrum. High-quality programs 
show the greatest return on investments.

Increasing the affordability of child care by improving the efficiency of and expanding access to the Colorado Child 
Care Assistance Program. This will allow more Colorado families to access the quality child care they need to work and 
know their kids are in a place where they can thrive.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Ensuring Colorado remains a national leader in education through innovative policies by supporting innovative pro-
posals at the classroom, school and district level to engage students and drive greater outcomes. 

Replacing Colorado’s outdated student count day system with an average daily membership budgeting system to 
more accurately count students across the state throughout the school year.

Creating greater transparency in school and districts budgets so parents and taxpayers can see how dollars are spent 
at the local level.

For 28 years, the Colorado Children’s Campaign has served as the leading voice for kids at the State Capitol and in communi-
ties across Colorado. As the 2014 session of the Colorado General Assembly begins, we’ve prepared the best available data 
and research on child well-being to help advocates advance—and protect—policies and investments that will provide the greatest 
benefits to kids. This session, we will focus on:

2014 Legislative Priorities 
COLORADO CHILDREN’S CAMPAIGN



It’s About Kids (IAK) is the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s statewide, grassroots advocacy network. It is comprised of 
more than 2,800 health, early childhood and K-12 education professionals, community and business leaders, policy makers, 
parents and other engaged citizens. IAK members advocate for Colorado children by staying informed about children’s issues 
through the Children’s Campaign’s weekly electronic newsletter, KidsFlash, sending emails and making phone calls to 
their legislators during important public policy decisions impacting kids, participating in public events and rallies and sharing 
information about Colorado kids with their peers. 

The It’s About Kids network is led by a dedicated group of volunteer community leaders 
who donate their time and skills to give children a voice at the Capitol and in their individual 
communities. These IAK community leaders engage in the Children’s Campaign work in 
substantial ways, including:

• Representing the unique needs and characteristics of the children in their communities.
• Engaging in regular dialogue and information exchange with Children’s Campaign policy staff to help shape        
   and support our legislative agenda. 
• Establishing and maintaining relationships with policymakers and the media in their communities.

COLORADO CHILDREN’S CAMPAIGN
1580 Lincoln Street • Suite 420 • Denver, CO 80203 • coloradokids.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

To stay up to date on the latest news impacting kids, sign up to receive KidsFlash, our weekly e-newsletter, at 
coloradokids.org. You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter.

To learn more about It’s About Kids community leadership opportunities, contact Liz Houston, It’s About Kids Network 
Coordinator, at 303.620.4532 or liz@coloradokids.org.

The Colorado Children’s Campaign is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan advocacy organization committed 
for 28 years to creating hope and opportu-
nity for all of Colorado’s more than 1.2 million 
kids.  Using the most accurate, compelling data 
and research on child well-being and backed 
by an extensive, statewide network of dedicated 
child advocates, the Children’s Campaign champi-
ons policies and programs that improve child 
health, early childhood experiences, and K-12 
education, help lift children out of poverty and 
provide all of Colorado’s children the oppor-
tunity to reach their full potential. 

Colorado Children’s Campaign’s Lunch and Learn Series
Join us for one or more of our annual lunch time explorations

 of the most pressing issues facing Colorado kids.

All events in the Lunch and Learn series except the KIDS COUNT 
briefing will be held from noon to 1 p.m. at the Colorado Children’s 
Campaign offices directly across from the Capitol at 1580 Lincoln St., 
Suite 420. 

Complimentary lunch will be provided for all attendees, and can be 
purchased for $5 in compliance with Amendment 41. RSVP to Hanna 
Nichols at hanna@coloradokids.org or 303-620-4573.

Child Health 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014

K-12 Education 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2014 

ABOUT US

IT’S ABOUT KIDS

STAY INFORMED

For more information on the Children’s Campaign’s legislative work, please contact Dan O’Connell, Government Affairs 
Director, at 303.620.4569 or dan@coloradokids.org.

Speak Up For Kids at the Capitol will be held Thursday, March 13 
in partnership with Children’s Hospital Colorado, Clayton Early Learning 
and Executives Partnering to Invest in Children. Together, we’ll provide 
training and coaching to help advocates speak up on the most pressing 
issues facing Colorado kids. For more information, contact Jacy Montoya 
Price at 303-620-4547 or jacy@coloradokids.org or visit coloradokids.org. 

KIDS COUNT in Colorado! Briefing at the Capitol 
TBD  

Early Childhood Development and Learning 
Wednesday, March 12, 2014 


