
 Thank you, Chairman Neville and members of the committee for having me here today.  

 My name is Erin Miller, I’m Vice President of Health Initiatives at the Colorado Children’s 

Campaign. The Children’s Campaign is a non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization 

committed since 1985 to realizing every chance for every child.  

 The Children’s Campaign is opposed to Senate Bill 3 because repealing this Colorado-

specific solution to help Coloradans compare health insurance plans and receive tax 

credits for those plans could jeopardize the availability of quality health coverage for 

Colorado kids. 

 27,000 kids enrolled in plans through Connect for Health Colorado in 2016. 

 Working families making between 250% and 400% FPL had limited options for coverage 

for their kids before Connect with Health Colorado and those were some of the kids 

most likely to get covered as Connect for Health Colorado came online.  

 Having our own Marketplace allows for Coloradans to design solutions for Coloradans 

and allows the exchange to be responsive to consumer demands -- for example – cost 

comparison and drug finding tools. As of 2016, we were the only Marketplace with an 

integrated drug look-up tool. We do not want to abdicate these decisions to the federal 

government. 

 As mentioned previously, having our own exchange allows for better, though still 

imperfect integration with our state systems including Medicaid, CHIP and PEAK and 

helps to reduce the inconvenience of churn between health programs and connect 

families to other benefits for which they qualify. 

 It also allows for a more local and faster appeals process.  

 Lastly, having our own Marketplace allows us to control our advertising and outreach so 

that we were able to continue our email outreach and advertising during the final days 

of open enrollment, when young and healthy folks are most likely to enroll, thus helping 

protect the risk pool in Colorado from the swings in federal policy. 

 

 


