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Vote NO on SB16-005: Maintain Colorado’s 9th Grade Summative Assessment 
 

Background 

Current federal law, the Every Student Succeeds Act (passed in December 2015), stipulates that states must annually 

assess students in math and English language arts in grades 3 through 8 and once in grades 9 through 12. This is a slight 

difference from the previous federal K-12 law, No Child Left Behind, which defined high school as grades 10 through 12. 

Starting next school year (2016-17), Colorado plans to administer the PARCC assessment to students in grade 9, followed 

by the PSAT in grade 10 and the SAT in grade 11. This year, 11th grade students will take the ACT.  
 

What This Bill Does 

 Eliminates the ninth grade assessments in English language arts and mathematics. 

 Prohibits the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) from administering the state assessments in science and 

social studies to students enrolled in the ninth grade. 
 

Reasons to Vote NO on SB-005 

 Losing the 9th grade assessment means we lose the Colorado Growth Model for all high schools. Currently, 

annual measures of student growth between grades 3 and 10 allow us to see how a student progresses over time, 

rather than just his or her static performance measure. While some states use a multi-year growth model, this 

would require comparing 8th grade summative test scores to the 10th grade test, an added challenge since the tests 

are different (currently PARCC to PSAT). Returning to a system where high school students are measured on 

proficiency alone, we risk penalizing some of the best schools that work with our most challenging-to-serve 

students.  

 Ninth grade is a pivotal year in student development. As students matriculate from middle to high school, 

research indicates that there is an opportunity for learning loss to occur, likely due in part to the fact that high 

schools are often larger and personal relationships with adults in the building have not yet been established. A 

comparable, high-quality assessment in 9th grade establishes a baseline for growth in the high school years and 

helps ensure students are on track for success.  

 Parents deserve to know if their child is on track to master standards by the end of their first year of high school. 

Without a 9th grade assessment in ELA and math, parents would not receive objective information about their 

child’s performance until halfway through high school (the reality of when 10th grade assessment results come 

back).  

 The loss of growth data will impact school choice. Advocates of school choice point to the importance of 

providing parents with transparent, comparable information about school quality. Losing 9th grade data will mean 

less information for parents.  

 SB16-005 limits local control by prohibiting science and social studies tests from being given, limiting that testing 

to 10th and 11th grade only. Districts should have the flexibility to determine when students take these tests. 

 

Bottom line: Nearly every educational improvement effort underway in Colorado relies on annual measures of student 

growth to determine where we are succeeding. Without 9th grade assessment, we lose information that informs 

student growth in one of the most pivotal years in a student’s academic life, and consequently jeopardizes 

accountability frameworks and the premise of school choice. 
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