
2013  Leg i s lat ive  Pr ior i t ie s 
For more than 27 years, the Colorado Children’s Campaign has served as the leading voice for kids at the State Capitol 
and in communities across the state. As we look toward the 2013 legislative session and the gradual recovery of our 
economy, we know that our work in support of Colorado kids is more important than ever. Using the best available 
data and research on child well-being to guide us, the Children’s Campaign will focus on protecting and advocating 
for the policies and investments we know will provide the greatest benefits to kids.  Specifically, our focus will include:

Ensuring families can more easily access CHP+ health benefits and streamlining program administration by eliminating 
the three-month waiting period for children moving from employer-supported private coverage. 

Working to ensure low-income Colorado children and families can get the health care they need, when they need it, by 
protecting, strengthening and growing Medicaid. 

Improving oral health for children and pregnant women by expanding access to oral health care benefits in Medicaid and 
supporting local preventive health measures to protect children’s teeth.

CHILD HEALTH

Modernizing the School Finance Act by applying the recommendations of the broad-based School Finance Partnership 
to ensure education financing is more equitable, accountable and sufficient. Reforming the system for the first time in 
20 years would protect and enhance the many education reforms passed in recent years.

Supporting healthy development and student achievement by expanding the Breakfast After the Bell Nutrition Program 
to more schools with high populations of low-income students.

Protecting and implementing the monumental policies we have passed to ensure Colorado is at the forefront of creating 
a 21st Century learning system.  

Fighting for all children, regardless of citizenship status, to have access to affordable, high-quality post-secondary 
education options in Colorado.

K-12 EDUCATION

Extending high-quality early childhood education to all at-risk 3- and 4-year-olds and making full-day kindergarten universal for all 
families who choose it. The Colorado Preschool Program has been helping at-risk children become school ready since 1988, but has 
only been able to serve a fraction of children eligible for the program.  

Safeguarding child health by expanding access to vaccinations by lowering costs and administrative hurdles. Immunizations 
for children are funded through a patchwork of private insurance, the state General Fund and two federal grant programs 
making the administration of vaccines burdensome for private providers.

Aligning early childhood services by moving numerous programs serving young children from multiple state agencies 
to the Colorado Department of Human Services, where the new Office of Early Childhood will work to serve children 
and families better by streamlining enrollment processes and program administration.

EARLY CHILDHOOD

Protecting Medicaid and CHP+ and supporting provider rate increases in Medicaid.

Supporting safety net and school-based health care centers that serve low-income, publicly insured and uninsured clients.

Supporting school nutrition programs.

Protecting funding for the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program to 
ensure low-income families have access to quality child care in order 
to work and go to school.

Protecting hold-harmless funding 
for full-day kindergarten to 
ensure that Colorado’s most 
vulnerable children have 
access to this important 
educational foundation.

COLORADO BUDGET



It’s About Kids (IAK) is the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s statewide, grassroots advocacy network. It is comprised of 
more than 2,400 health, early childhood and K-12 education professionals, community and business leaders, policy makers, 
parents and other engaged citizens. IAK members advocate for Colorado children by staying informed about children’s issues 
through the Children’s Campaign’s weekly electronic newsletter, KidsFlash, sending emails and making phone calls to 
their legislators during important public policy decisions impacting kids, participating in public events and rallies and sharing 
information about Colorado kids with their peers. 

The It’s About Kids network is led by a dedicated group of volunteer community leaders 
who donate their time and skills to give children a voice at the Capitol and in their individual 
communities. These IAK community leaders engage in the Children’s Campaign work in 
substantial ways, including:

• Representing the unique needs and characteristics of the children in their communities.
• Engaging in regular dialogue and information exchange with Children’s Campaign policy staff to help shape        
   and support our legislative agenda. 
• Establishing and maintaining relationships with policymakers and the media in their communities.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

To stay up to date on the latest news impacting kids, sign up to receive KidsFlash, our weekly e-newsletter, at 
coloradokids.org. You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter.

To learn more about It’s About Kids community leadership opportunities, contact Liz Houston, It’s About Kids Network 
Coordinator, at 303.620.4532 or liz@coloradokids.org.

Health advocates will gather Tuesday, April 23 in partnership with 
Children’s Hospital Colorado to learn more about the legislative process 
and current issues facing Colorado kids. Your voice matters because 
decisions about your child’s health are too important to be left solely 
to others. Help us tell state legislators what issues matter most to you 
and your family.

For more information on the advocacy days, contact Jacy Montoya Price 
at 303-620-4547 or jacy@coloradokids.org or visit coloradokids.org.

The Colorado Children’s Campaign is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan advocacy organization committed 
for over 27 years to creating hope and opportunity 
for all of Colorado’s more than 1.2 million kids.  
Using the most accurate, compelling data and 
research on child well-being and backed by an 
extensive, statewide network of dedicated child 
advocates, the Children’s Campaign champions 
policies and programs that improve child health, 
early childhood learning and development, and 
K-12 education, help lift children out of poverty 
and provide all of Colorado’s children the 
opportunity to reach their full potential.

Speak Up for Kids’ Health at the Capitol

Colorado Children’s Campaign’s Lunch and Learn Series
Thursday, January 24, 2013

K-12 Education

All events in the Lunch and Learn series will be held from noon to 
1:00 p.m. at the Colorado Children’s Campaign offices across from the 

Capitol at 1580 Lincoln St., Suite 420. 

Lunch will be provided for all attendees and can be purchased for $5. 
Amendment 41-compliant receipts will be available. 

 
RSVP to Hanna Nichols at hanna@coloradokids.org or 303-620-4573.

Thursday, March 14, 2013
KIDS COUNT in Colorado! Briefing

Wednesday, February 27, 2013
Early Childhood

Thursday, February 7, 2013
Child Health

ABOUT US

IT’S ABOUT KIDS

STAY INFORMED

For more information on the Children’s Campaign’s legislative work, please contact Dan O’Connell, Government Affairs 
Director, at 303.620.4569 or dan@coloradokids.org.

Early Childhood Advocacy Day
Join us Thursday, Feb. 28 with co-host Clayton Early Learning as early 

childhood advocates explore the latest issues in early childhood policy 
making, learn new advocacy skills and reach out to lawmakers.


