
Protecting funding that ensures Colorado’s youngest and most at-risk children receive high-quality, stable child care and 
that parents have consistent access to child care assistance;  

Creating more options for children to receive reliable, consistent health coverage regardless of their past medical history;  

Protecting funding for the Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) which provides Colorado’s lowest income children and pregnant 
women with health and prenatal care; 

Working to reduce negative trends of increased childhood obesity by ensuring all students have access to physical activity 
in their schools and ensuring that information about physical activity is transparent and accessible; 

Protecting the state-funded Colorado Preschool Program which serves high-risk children with an emphasis on school readiness;  

Ensuring public insurance programs are administered efficiently, effectively and in a family-friendly manner; 

Protecting funding for full-day kindergarten which currently serves over 34,000 of Colorado’s most vulnerable students, helping 
them develop the fundamental skills they need to become school ready;

Removing silos in state plans that relate to early childhood development by ensuring both public and private advocate expertise 
is utilized, therefore ensuring efficient and effective funding of critical programs for Colorado’s youngest citizens;

Fighting for all children, regardless of citizenship status, to have access to affordable, high-quality post-secondary educational 
options in Colorado;  

Protecting funding for the free school breakfast and lunch expansions that the Children’s Campaign helped secure in 2007 and which 
provides nutritious and reliable meals for low-income children;  

Guaranteeing public schools maintain robust reporting related to student success while eliminating unnecessary and burdensome 
data collection;

Mitigating cuts to effective grant programs that work to  eliminate youth violence and crime throughout the state; and

Protecting the School Counselor Corps grant program             that awards grants to bring in additional counselors in school 
districts with high dropout rates, which is proven to                  help reengage students at risk of dropping out and increase 
student engagement.

2011  Leg i s lat ive  Pr ior i t ie s 
With families across Colorado continuing to struggle with the lasting impacts of the Great Recession and the state 
facing record revenue shortfalls, the 2011 session will no doubt be a challenging one.  Using the best available data 
and research on child well-being and the impact of Colorado’s programs and services on children to guide us, the 
Children’s Campaign will focus on protecting and advocating for the policies and investments we know will provide 
the greatest benefits to kids.  Specifically, our focus will include: 



It’s About Kids (IAK), the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s statewide, grassroots advocacy network, is comprised of more than 
1,400 health, early childhood and K-12 education professionals, community and business leaders, policymakers, parents and other 
engaged citizens joined together by their concern for the well-being of Colorado’s children.  IAK members advocate for Colorado 
children by staying informed about children’s issues through the Children’s Campaign’s weekly electronic newsletter, KidsFlash, 
sending emails and making phone calls to their legislators during important public policy decisions impacting kids, participating in 
public events and rallies and sharing information about Colorado kids with their peers. 

The It’s About Kids (IAK) network is led by a dedicated group of volunteer community leaders.  IAK community leaders provide 
guidance and direction in their communities and to the Children’s Campaign in a variety of ways, including:

• Voicing the unique needs and characteristics of the children in their communities

• Engaging in regular dialogue and information exchange with Children’s Campaign policy 

  staff to help shape and support our legislative agenda 
• Establishing and maintaining relationships with policymakers and the media in their communities

The Colorado Children’s Campaign is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy organization, which bases its policy positions on research 
and data indicating outcomes that will best meet the needs of children in our state. We are committed to developing and 
promoting sound public policy that leads to improvements in the lives and well-being of Colorado’s children.  The Children’s 
Campaign will work with our statewide advocacy network, It’s About Kids (IAK), and collaborative partners to advance the 
causes of the more than 1.2 million kids in Colorado.

Colorado Children’s Campaign’s Lunch and Learn Series
Wednesday, January 26, 2011

A guide to the Colorado Children’s Budget 2010 report

Wednesday, February 9, 2011
Child Health: Tackling obesity through healthy eating and active living

Wednesday, February 23, 2011
Child Health: Ensuring access to care and coverage

Wednesday, March 9, 2011
A guide to the 2011 KIDS COUNT in Colorado! report

Wednesday, April 20, 2011
Early Childhood and K-12 Education: Ensuring academic success

All Lunch and Learns will be held from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at the Colorado Children’s Campaign’s office.

Please RSVP to Renee Ferrufino at renee@coloradokids.org.

1580 Lincoln Street • Suite 420
Denver, CO 80203 • coloradokids.org

Join the Children’s Campaign and child advocates across the state in support of Colorado’s 
kids by becoming part of the It’s About Kids (IAK) network.  Sign-up to receive KidsFlash 
at coloradokids.org.  (Visit the “Act Now” page and select “Stay Informed.” )

For additional information, please contact our Government Affairs Director, 
Reilly Pharo at reilly@coloradokids.org or (303) 620-4534. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

A Legislative Agenda for Kids

It’s About Kids

Stay Informed!


