
CHP+ Waiting Period Elimination: Senate Bill 13-008 (Newell/McCann) streamlines enrollment in the Child 
Health Plan Plus (CHP+) program by eliminating the three-month waiting period for children moving from an 
employer-supported health plan to CHP+. This legislation improves accessibility to coverage for kids and ef-
ficiency in program administration. 

Medicaid Expansion: Senate Bill 13-200 (Aguilar/Ferrandino) expands eligibility for Medicaid to adults with 
incomes up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level—about $31,000 for a family of four. It will reduce the 
number of uninsured kids in Colorado and improve quality and continuity of care for children in Medicaid by 
helping connect already eligible kids to coverage and implementing a policy of 12 months continuous eligibility 
in Medicaid for children. 

Oral Health Community Programs: Senate Bill 13-261 (Nicholson/McCann) 
establishes a community grant program to support local preventive dental 
health care efforts such as water fluoridation programs and school-based 
dental sealant programs, particularly for low-income Coloradans. 

Childhood Vaccinations: Senate Bill 13-222 (Aguilar/Pabon) improves access 
to childhood immunizations in Colorado by eliminating the statutory prohibition 
on state engagement in vaccine purchase and delivery and establishing a 
thoughtful and inclusive stakeholder process designed to deliver innovative 
strategies to make childhood vaccines more accessible and affordable.

Adult Dental Medicaid Benefit: Senate Bill 13-242 (Nicholson/Primavera) improves oral health of pregnant 
women, and the health of their babies, by creating a new dental health benefit for adults in Medicaid.

Legislative Impacts 
Since 1985, the Colorado Children’s Campaign has been the leading voice for kids at the Colorado State Capitol. 
In 2013, the Children’s Campaign worked with policy makers and partners to achieve significant gains for kids, 
including data-driven policies that will overhaul the state’s School Finance Act and improve children’s health, early 
childhood experiences and educational opportunities. 

Future School Finance Act: Senate Bill 13-213 (Johnston & Heath/Hamner) modernizes Colorado’s school 
financing system to align with our state’s focus on closing achievement gaps and ensuring that every child 
graduates high school prepared for college and career. Reforms in the bill include employing a student-
based budgeting model for children who need help the most, giving principals more authority over their 
school’s budget, funding full-day kindergarten for all students and early childhood education for families of 
at-risk children who choose it, replacing the single student count day with an average daily student count 
throughout the year, and creating greater transparency of school and district budgets. 
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School Breakfast After the Bell: House Bill 13-1006 (Moreno & Exum/Giron) 
supports healthy development and student achievement by extending the 
School Breakfast After the Bell Nutrition Program to schools with high 
populations of low-income students. 

ASSET: Senate Bill 13-033 (Johnston & Giron/Williams & Duran) allows all 
Colorado high school graduates to pay in-state tuition at Colorado’s public 
colleges and universities, regardless of citizenship. 

Supplemental Online Education Services: Senate Bill 13-139 (Roberts/Coram) 
strengthens supplemental and online education services by driving both 
greater access to and quality in our statewide supplemental online program.
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Expansion of Full-Day Kindergarten and Quality Early Childhood: Senate 
Bill 13-213 (Johnston & Heath/Hamner) would fund full-day kindergarten 
for all Colorado families who want it and early childhood education for 
all families with at-risk 3- and 4-year-olds who choose it. This expansion 
would go into effect if Colorado voters approve a statewide ballot measure 
to increase education investments. 

Alignment of Early Childhood Programs: House Bill 13-1117 (Hamner/
Hodge & Kerr) aligns early childhood services by moving numerous 
programs serving young children from multiple state agencies to the 
Colorado Department of Human Services allowing the state to streamline 
enrollment processes and program administration. 

Reauthorization of the Early Childhood & School Readiness Commission: House Bill 13-1007 (Peniston/Hudak) 
renews and extends authorization of the Early Childhood and School Readiness Commission through 2018.

Infant and Toddler Quality and Access Grant Program: House Bill 13-1291 (Duran/Kefalas) creates a grant program 
to expand the quality and availability of child care for low-income infants and toddlers. 

Current School Finance Act: Senate Bill 13-260 (Hudak & Steadman/Hamner) determines school financing for 
the 2013-14 budget year. It allocates 3,200 slots to school districts to serve more children in Colorado Preschool 
Program, add half-day for children already being served in CPP to create a full day, or add the second half-day for 
at-risk kindergarteners.

Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter, 
KidsFlash, and get the updates 
and information you need to 
advocate for kids! 
www.coloradokids.org/action

For additional information, please 
contact Tara Manthey at 303.620.4544 
or tara@coloradokids.org
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