
Making Medicaid More Efficient and Easier for Families to Use (SB 8, Sen. Boyd & Rep. Gerou)
Senate Bill 8 makes Medicaid easier for families to navigate by aligning eligibility levels for all children from birth to age 
18.  Now, Colorado children in families with incomes at or below 133 percent of the federal poverty level will be eligible 
for Medicaid.  In addition to making it easier for families to navigate the health care system, Senate Bill 8 is estimated to 
result in millions of dollars in savings to the state.  
 
Ensuring Colorado Families Can Access Child-Only Health Insurance Policies (SB 128, Sen. Newell & 
Reps. McCann and Summers) 
The Children’s Campaign worked with a broad coalition, including insurance industry representatives and the All Kids 
Covered Coalition, to ensure that child-only health insurance plans remain available in Colorado.  Child-only insurance 
plans provide an important health coverage option for families whose employer insurance may not offer dependent 
coverage or for parents who are uninsured but want to make sure their child’s health care needs are met.  In addition 
to being good for consumers by promoting competition among health plans, Senate Bill 128 benefits business by
creating market protections to mitigate risk to insurers.

Promoting Physical Activity Among Elementary School 
Children (HB 1069, Reps. Massey and Fields & Sen.  Aguilar)
House Bill 1069 ensures that all Colorado public elementary school 
students have the opportunity to exercise or play during the school 
day.  The bill establishes a minimum expectation of 600 minutes of 
physical activity per month (equating to 30 minutes per day),  with 
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According to 2007 data, Colorado has the second-fastest growing 
rate of childhood overweight and obesity, and ensuring kids are 
active during the school day is an important way to address this 
troubling trend and support better academic outcomes.

2011 Legislative Impacts 
For 26 years, the Colorado Children’s Campaign has been the leading voice for children at the 
state capitol in the areas of early childhood development, K-12 education and child health policy. 
This year was no exception.  The 2011 legislative session featured many new faces at the capitol, a political 
divide with a Republican majority in the House and Democratic majority in the Senate, and continued budget shortfalls 
lingering from the Great Recession.   In the face of these challenges, the Children’s Campaign successfully worked with 
state policymakers and coalition partners to protect critical programs and services and advance policy to improve 
the well-being of Colorado’s kids. 
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Protecting Full Funding for the School Counselor Corps (SB 209, Sen. Hodge & Rep. Gerou)
In a tough fiscal environment, the Children’s Campaign successfully fought to protect full funding for the School Counselor Corps 
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Research shows the program helps decrease school dropouts and increases the number of students that move on to post-secondary 
education.  

Increasing Charitable Support for Early Childhood Care (HB 1014, Rep. DelGrosso & Sens. Hudak and Roberts)
House Bill 1014 repealed a “trigger” associated with the child care contribution tax credit that restricted the availability 
of the tax credit to fiscal years when the state’s revenues were enough to grow the state’s General Fund by at least six 
percent over the previous year.  The bill also phases in the time when donors can collect their tax credit for their
contributions so the state can effectively manage the cost.    The child care contribution tax credit incentivizes charitable 
donations to organizations that directly serve children in Colorado and is an important tool to help child care centers 
serve more families.   

Mitigating Cuts to K-12 Education (SB 230, Sen. Bacon & Rep. Massey)
The Children’s Campaign worked with a bi-partisan group of legislators to reduce the proposed cut to K-12 education from 
a $332 million cut proposed by Governor Hickenlooper to a $228 million cut. This preserved over $100 million dollars for 
K-12 education.  While a cut this size will still require school districts across the state to make tough choices, every extra 
dollar is important to schools as they strive to provide a high-quality education to all of Colorado’s kids.  



Senate Bill 184 establishes a 60-day tax amnesty program that would allow eligible 
taxpayers who owe delinquent taxes to pay the full amount owed, plus interest, without 
incurring fines or penalties.  All money received under the tax amnesty program prior to 
January 1, 2012, will be deposited into the tax amnesty cash fund, a portion of which will 
be used to backfill the budget cuts made to K-12 education.  

Protecting Health Care Coverage for Children in Working Families 
(SB 213, Sen. Hodge & Rep. Gerou)
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Supporting Healthy Beginnings for Colorado’s Kids (SB 250, Sen. Boyd & Reps. Ferrandino and Summers)
Senate Bill 250 helps ensure that Colorado’s public insurance programs can continue providing important prenatal care
services to low-income women.  The bill moves pregnant women with incomes between 134 percent and 185 percent of the 
federal poverty level from the Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) to Medicaid, a change required as a result of the bi-partisan 
federal Child Health Insurance Plan Reauthorization Act of 2009.  In addition to being good for mothers and children, the bill 
is estimated to save the state more than one million dollars.

Streamlining Requirements for K-12 Education (HB 1277, Reps. Massey and Solano & Sen. Bacon)
House Bill 1277 is an omnibus bill aimed at limiting unnecessary burdens to school districts in light of the economic
pressures they are facing.  The bill streamlines reporting mandates on issues ranging from online education to alternative 
education campuses.  The Children’s Campaign worked with a wide range of K-12 advocates to pass this legislation.

For additional information, please 
contact our Government Affairs 
Director, Reilly Pharo, at reilly@
coloradokids.org or 303.620.4534.

Get Involved!

The Children’s Campaign champions efforts to decrease the high school dropout 
rate and increase access to post-secondary education for all of Colorado’s kids and 
was supportive of Senate Bill 126.  Although it was defeated in the House Education 
Committee by a close margin, if passed, Senate Bill 126 would have allowed any high 
school graduate who attended a Colorado high school for the three years prior to 
graduation to attend college and pay in-state tuition rates, regardless of immigration 
status.    

  

Expanding Post-Secondary Education Opportunities for All Colorado Children 
(SB 126, Sens. Giron and Johnston & Reps. Miklosi and Williams, A.)

Ensuring the Quality of Colorado’s Educator Preparation Programs (SB 245, Sen. Bacon & Rep. Murray)
This bi-partisan piece of legislation aligns standards for reviewing and authorizing educator preparation programs and 
will help ensure these programs are preparing educators to address the new and changing learning needs of Colorado 
students.  Senate Bill 245 also links data from the state’s educator ID system with educator prep programs to provide a 
valuable tool for examining program effectiveness.

Supporting New Revenue Options to Reduce Cuts to K-12 Education (SB 184, Sen. Steadman & Rep. Ferrandino)

House Bill 1069 bill signing.

2011 KIDS COUNT in Colorado! release. 

Get the Facts! Become part of our growing nework 
of advocates and supporters by 
signing up to receive our weekly 
legislative update, KidsFlash, and 
occasional action alerts at 
coloradokids.org/act_now.  You 
can also visit us on Facebook for 
timely updates on our work.  
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The Children’s Campaign joined a broad coalition of advocates to oppose Senate Bill 
213, which would have imposed monthly premiums on children enrolled in the Child 
Health Plan Plus (CHP+) program whose families earn incomes between 205 and 
250 percent of the federal poverty line. CHP+ is an important resource for working 
families who are unable to afford private health coverage for their children, and it is 
estimated that more than 2,000 kids in Colorado would have lost their health coverage 
if Senate Bill 213 had become law. While the legislature approved Senate Bill 213, the 
Children’s Campaign and partners successfully advocated for Governor Hickenlooper 
to veto this legislation, protecting access to health coverage for thousands of 
Colorado kids.


