
Ensuring All Colorado Kids Have an Effective Teacher and Principal (SB 191, Johnston/Spence 
& Scanlan/Murray)
Senate Bill 191 ties 50 percent of teacher and principal evaluations to student academic growth and changes the 
way teachers attain and keep non-probationary status – requiring that it be earned after three consecutive years 
of effectiveness and allowing for non-probationary status teachers to be returned to probationary status if 
they have two consecutive years of poor evaluations.  The bill also ends forced placement in Colorado, 
ensuring teachers are hired and placed based on mutual consent.
 
Improving Continuity and Stability of Child Care (HB 1035, Solano/Massey & Steadman) 
House Bill 1035 improves the continuity and stability of care for children served by the Colorado Child 
Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) by extending eligibility from six to 12 months and eliminating many 
burdensome reporting requirements for families.  The bill also aligns the program year for children 
dually-enrolled in CCCAP and Head Start, simplifying the process for children and families using 
both programs and ensuring they receive consistent, continuous services.

Protecting Funding for Critical Children’s Programs (HB 1376, Pommer/Ferrandino/
Lambert & Keller/Tapia/White)
The Children’s Campaign worked with the Governor’s office, members of the Joint Budget Committee 
and our advocacy community partners to successfully protect funding for the most vital education, 
early childhood and child health programs, including funding to maintain the School Counselor 
Corps, Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) and the Colorado Preschool Program (CPP).  While 
resources for other important areas impacting children were reduced during the session, including 
$260 million in cuts to K-12 education through the School Finance Act, careful consideration was 
given by policymakers to programs and services proven to be most critical to kids.

Addressing School Finance Policies to Reduce Dropout Rates 
(SB 8, Johnston & Scanlan)  
Senate Bill 8 requires a study of the state’s student count system. Currently, Colorado’s 
per pupil funding is based on a single count date, October 1.  This bill requires stakeholders 
to consider alternative models, such as Average Daily Membership or Attendance, which 
may help incentivize school districts to keep struggling kids enrolled throughout the year 
and reduce the dropout rate in Colorado. 

Combating Childhood Hunger (HB 1022, Gagliardi/Summers & Boyd)
House Bill 1022 requires the Department of Human Services (DHS) to develop a state 
outreach plan with help from counties and nonprofit organizations to promote and raise 
awareness of federal food benefit programs to families who need it most.  The bill also 
removes the asset test for the program, encouraging recipients to build their assets 
and break out of the poverty cycle.

2010 Legislative Impacts 
Since 1985, the Colorado Children’s Campaign has been the leading voice for children at the state capitol in the 
areas of early childhood development, K-12 education and child health policy.  This year was no exception.  In the 
face of a $1.3 billion revenue shortfall and severe pressure on the state budget, the Children’s Campaign successfully 
worked with state policymakers and our partners to protect funding for the programs and services most critical 
to our state’s children.  Further, we helped pass several pieces of legislation to ensure those programs and services 
are as efficient and effective as possible, providing the highest quality services to Colorado’s kids.  Some of our 
key accomplishments this session include:
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Improving the Quality of Early Childhood Care and Education (HB 1026, Solano/Benefield & Hodge/
Hudak and HB 1030, Peniston & Steadman )
Pending federal funding, House Bills 1026 and 1030 focus on ensuring high-quality child care throughout the state.  HB 
1026 creates a grant program to fund higher child care reimbursement rates for early education providers who improve and 
sustain program quality and HB 1030 creates a grant program to fund scholarships for early childhood teachers.  

Expanding Access to Healthy Food in Rural Schools (HB 1335, Massey/Scanlan & Sandoval)
House Bill 1335 authorizes Boards of Cooperative Services (BOCES), which help provide and coordinate services for school 
districts, to serve as School Food Authorities.  This allows schools to participate in group purchasing programs, making healthier 
foods more affordable in rural areas.  The bill also sets up a grant program to support BOCES in this process and requires 
grantees to meet strong nutritional standards.  BOCES are encouraged to purchase locally grown and produced food.  

Creating a Statewide Leadership Commission on Early Childhood (SB 195, Newell & Solano)
Senate Bill 195 codifies the Early Childhood Leadership Commission in law to improve early childhood systems in Colorado 
and ensure equity of access to quality services for children.  The Commission focuses on children birth to age eight 
across child health, behavioral health, education and family support.  Children’s Campaign President, Chris Watney, 
was appointed by the Governor to serve on the Commission.  

Minimizing Cuts to Children’s Programs by Supporting New Revenue Streams (HBs 1189-1200, Pommer/
Ferrandino/Hullinghorst & Heath)
House Bills 1189-1200, suspend and/or eliminate 11 tax credits and exemptions.  The Children’s Campaign supported the 
thoughtful approach proposed by Governor Ritter and the state legislature to balance the budget by approving new revenue 
sources in addition to making cuts.  Included in the package of bills, HB 1191 eliminated the sales tax exemption on candy 
and soda, promoting child and family nutrition, as well as generating an estimated $18 million annually for the state.  

Improving Student Early Literacy Data (HB 1171, Benefield & Steadman)
The Children’s Campaign worked with partners, including the Colorado Department of Education, to ensure that 
school districts continue to annually report student performance on Individual Literacy Plans, providing information 
about student deficiencies in reading at grade level.  

Developing Quality Charter School Authorizing and Standards (HB 1412, T. Carroll & Johnston/Spence)
House Bill 1412 improves the process by which charter schools are authorized and ensures they are held to strong quality 
standards, leading to best practices for charter school development and operations.

K ID S  COUNT
If you are interested in purchasing a copy of the 
2010 KIDS COUNT in Colorado! report, please 
visit the “The Facts” page of our website —
www.coloradokids.org.  The report is also 
available there to view in pdf form, free of charge.

2010 KIDS COUNT 
in Colorado! release 
and Doll Day, 
April 13, 2010

Become part of our growing network of advocates 
and supporters by signing up to receive our weekly 
legislative update, KidsFlash, and occasional action 
alerts through the “Act Now” page of our website — 
www.coloradokids.org.  For additional information, 
please contact our Government Affairs Director, Reilly 
Pharo, at reilly@coloradokids.org or 303.620.4534. 

Stay Informed!


